THE “MADON

NA o CZES TOCHOWA”

AND THt NEARBY AREA

B By Lucy GOrban

2§ always imagined Czestochowa to be
a Polish Assisi or Lorelo, so I wis sur-
prsed upon arrival there during my
three-week trip to Polund in August 1o find
it a Jurge city, the country’s 13th mast pop-
ulous. 128 miles southwest of Wirsiw and
62 miles northwest of Krakow. My igno-
rance was probubly due 10 having seen ex-
clusively pbolographs of the hilltop Jasna
Gia Monaszery there, the fumous shrine Lo
the Vingin Mary and Poland’s most impor-
tant place of pilgrimuge.

Its name meaning, “Bright Light.” this
monastery s a citadel within Crestochowa,
nol the whuole ¢ity. Founded in 1382 hy six
Panline monks who'd come [rom Hungary
at the invitation of Whklyslaw, Duke of
Opale, for centuries it's been a pilgrimage
destination.

A sude chapel of its Basilica is home to
an icon depicting the Mother of Gad with
the Chnst Child. Known as “The Black
Madonna of Czestochowa™ due 1o centunes
of smoke from pilgrims’ candles. or “Our Lady of Czestochowa,”
she is widely venerated and credited with muny miracles. Among
these is her having saved the monasiery in the winter of 1633 dur-
ing a 40-day sicge by the invading Swedish army of 12,000 hostile
soldiers against only 300 delenders, although the city below was
completely destroyed. The next year. in the cathedral of Lvov, Jan
Karimicrz, the King of Poland, solemnly consecrated the country to
Her protection amd proclaimed Her the Patron and Queen of his
kingdom. He also declared Jasna Goru the “Mountain of Victory™
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and the spinituval capital of Poland. Since
then there’s always been a reproduction of
“Our Lady of Czestochowa™ in every Pol-
ish church, Three Popes have recognized
her image. Pope Clement XI issued ils
canemcal coronation through the Varican
Chapter on September 8. 1717, After the
23, 1909,
Pope Pius X issued anather canonical coro-
nation on May 22, 1910, and Pope John
Paul 1T still anorther as a narive of Poland.
on August 26, 2005. In June 1979, only
months after his election in October 1978,
John Paul made his lirst visit here and re

turned in 1987, 1991, 1997, and 1999. On
May 26. 2006, Pope Benedict XV1also vis

el Czestochowa.

As for the four-foot high icon. s
Wikipedia entry ciles both legends and
facts. The Iegends: “The icon of "Our Lady
of Crestochowa’ has been inhirmately asso-
ciared with Poland for the past 600 years
Its fustocy prior o its amival in Poland is
shrouded in numeroas legends. They trace the icon’s origin to S1.
Luke, who supposedly puinted it on a cexlar tabletop [rom the House
of the Holy Family. The same legend holds that St. Luke’s painting
was discovered in Jerusalem in 326 by St. Helena. who browght it to
Constantinople and presented it to her son, Coastantine the Greal.
The Lacts: Art historians say that the onginal puinting was a Byzan-
line weon created between the sixth and ninth centary. They agree
that Prince Wladyslaw brought it (o the monastery in the 141h cen-
tury. [However. its origins| amd the [exact] date of its composition
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are shill hotly contested among scholars | beeuse] the vngimal image
was painted over, after being badly damaged by Hussite [Teono

clasis] m 1430, They broke the wooden boards, which bucked the
painting. and slashed the camvas, Medicval restorers |in Krakow] un

fanuliar with the encaustic method found that the paints they applicd
to the damaged areas “sumply sloughed off the image” according 1o
the medieval chronicler Risinius. Therr solution was (o ¢rase the
original image and repaint it on the original pancl. [Thus] the orgi

nil [eatures of an Orthodox con
were softened: the nose was made
more aquiline.” These transformes

tions gave the image charucleristics
of Gothic art.

Tl vldlest documents from Jas-
na Gora state that the picture trav-
cled from Constantinople via Belz
|in Russial. Eventually it came in
to the possession of Wiadyslaw
Opolczyk, Duke of Opale and sl
visor 10 Louis of Anjou, King of
Poland and Hungary.

A popuelar legend recounts that, while feeins from Bele under attuck
by Tarturs with the paiating in his possession. Wiladyslaw was passing
Cressochows when his horses refused o go on. He was axdvised in a
dream 1o leave the icon there s hence founded Jusna Goa.

Another popular version ubour why the icon is in Jasoa Gora
dates to the Hussite plundening ol the sunctuary in 1430. The icon
wits srnong, Lhe treasures the plunderers tred 10 stesl,
bt after parting 31 in a1 wagon, Lheir horses refised to
budge. Consequendy. the Hussiles (hrew the portral
on the ground and broke 11 mto three picces. Then
one ol the looters slashed it twice with his sword, but
hefore he could strike another blow he fell 1o the
ground writhing in agony aml died. Despite numer-
ous iempls W repair these cuts to the Madoana's
right check and one 10 ber throat from a Tartar arrow
while sull in Belz, all three are stll visible,

Thus every year since the Middle Ages. thousands
of Poles in pilgrim groups visit Jasna Goru. especially
on her fizst day, August 26th. My larest saristies, re-
ported on Wikipedia, date o 2011, when it"s estimated
thest 3.2 nllion palgrims from 80 counrrics came daring
the year. Around 830.000 of thezn, organizod in 228 dil-
feren pilgnimiages, were Poles from all aver their coun
try. OFf these, 143,983 rechexl the monastery on fool
The averuge distance for a Polish pelgnmage growp w
travel was about 217 miles over 11 days.

Anolher very popalar Marian pilgrimage destina
tion, also in southern Poland some 20 miles to the southeast of
Krakow, is Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, the oldest Calvary in Poland
and the largest in Farope. It was commissioned in 1600 by Mikoly
ZLebrzydowski, the ruler of Krakow and an ardent Catholic. whose
plan was to replicate the layout of Jerusalem. Built hetween 1602-
32, the Calvary. a UINESCO World Heritage Site, consists of some
40 churches and chapels as well as o basilica amil Franciscan
monastery set on the surrounding hills. The most distinctive chapels
are the work of the Flemish architect and goldsmith Paul Bawdarth.
Some have unusual shapes; the House of the Virgin Mary takes the

form of the Mystic Rose and the House of Caiaphas that of an cl-
lipse, The Calvary attrucls thousands of pilgrims every yeir, espe-
cially for the Passion plays during Holy Week and the Feast of the
Assumption on August 15th. Pope John Paul I made several visits
here during his pilgrimages 1o his homeland. Tt was at the monastery
here that be entrusted to the Madonma his eatire papal mission with
his famous motto: “Totay Tuns, Maria! " "All Yours, Mary!™ In the
Uniled States there is a shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Czesto-
chowa in Doylestown, Pennsylvinia.

According (o his Apostolic Letter
Rosarium Virgiuy Mariae (2002),
Pope John Paul [ borrowed the maot-
o from the Marian prayer found in
the book True Devovion 1 Mary by
Suint Louwis Marie Grignion de Mon-
fort (1673-1716). The complete text
of the prayer in Latin is: “Tentuy Juny
Cxo Swm, ¢f OmRia mea ma sunt. Ac-
cipio te in mea Ommia, Prache miki
cor temi. Maria.” (T heloag entire-
ly to you, and all that 1 have is yours.
[ 1ake you for my all. O Mary, give me vour hean”).

In his book Crossing the Threshald of Hope published in 1994,
Pope John Paul T had written than he'd discovered the 1ext when he
wirs @ luclory worker Juring World War 11, under Nazi occupution.
He defined his motio as an expression not only of piety, but also of
devotzon that’s deeply rooted in the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity.
“T understond that 1 could not exclude the Lord's
Mother from my life without neglecting the will of
God-Trmty.”

Although not 2 Marian destination, a visit to the
umigue salt mine at Wicliezkis, sanother World Henlage
Site in this town only 6 miles outside Krakow. is a
musl. (ve never seen anything like it in all my many
years as a joumalist.) The mine was opened some 700
years ago and is still being used wday, Don’l be pul
off by the 56 rnps of 10 wooden hur smardy steps
cach. which lead down 1o where the tours given in
many Lmguages begin, c. 400 feer underground.
Luckily. you can take an elevalor buck vp posi-lour.
Three different inerarics are available, cach lasting
approximately 3 hours: the 1ounst route, the hands-on
mining ronle where you can test your professional
skills. and the "God Bless™ pilgrims’ route with a
Mass al the end. The mine’s several underground
chapels decorared with reliefs and freeszanding reli-
gious statues, almost all carved by self-laught miners,
make it the only wlerground pilgrimage rouse in Eu-
rope. The huge most impressive chapel, where even the chande
liers have been carved of sall, 15 dedicated to the Hungarian-bom
Polish Queen St. Kinga (1224-92: Pope John Paul 1l canomzed
her on June 16, 1999); others to St. Anthony. the Holy Cross, and
St. John. These chapels are the perfect veaue for weddings as are
many of the other chambers for several 1ypes of receptions:
proms. balls. family celebrations, anniversarics. and jubilees. The
mine also serves as a health spa. You can stay at the luxurious
Grand Sal Hozel, right by the mine’s entrance. For more informa-
uon, ¢lick on www.wieliczka-salimine com, O
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