AN ENGRAVING OF MAINZ.

Amold Pannartz and

Konrad Swe

heim:

Bringing Gutenberg to Italy

Utilizing Gutenberg’s methods
of printing, a German and a
Czech introduced Italy to the
printed word.

The first four books printed in [raly date 10 1465-67.
Their typographers were Arnold Pannartz (2 1476),
a Czech from Praguc or a German from Cologne, and
Konrad Sweynheim (3-1477), a German from Elwville, the
birthplace of Gutenberg’s mother near Maine. Both lay
brothers, they were [X‘lebl\ disciples of Gurenberg, but
maore likely of his creditor, the moneviender Johann Fuse,
and of scribe Peter Schoeffer.

Fust had taken control over Gunenbeng's pross in Mainz
when the goldsmith /printer couldn’t pay back Fust’s loan
of 800 guilders. Schoeffer was Tust’s son-in-law; he’d dal-
bled in the new invention of printing with moveable type
and had helped to design Gutenberg’s typeface. In 1457
he and Fust had printed the Mains Psslter, which is the
sccond oldest book pronted with moveable type in Europe.
Ciuzenberg had printed his 42-line Bible tweo years carlier.

Tt isee’t clear why Pannartz and Sweynheim chose to Jeave
Mainz for the Benedictine Monasiery of St. Scholastica just
outside Subiaco, some 45 miles east of Rome. It seems to
e for 2 combinagon of reasons: 1) as refugees from the
political unrest in Mainz berween two Archbishops, one

20 GERMAN LIFE = APRLMAY 2016

chosen by the people, the other appointed by the pope;
2) many German gypegraphers were going abroad to carn
their living by practicing this new trade; 3) the majority of
monks i Santa Scholastica were German or from German-
‘f"-‘ak‘n" northern European countnes; 4) Santa Scholas

tica had an extensive library with rexrs to print as well as
a scriptorium;, 5} the typographers were invited there by
two great humanists, the prolilic writer Spanish Dominican
cardinal Juan de Turrecremata (1388 1468), appointed
Abbot ol Subiaco in commenditon by Pope Callixous IIT in
1456 and uncle of the Inquisitor Tomas, and /or by Ger

nman born Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa (1401-1464), phi-
lusopher, theologian, jurist and astrononr.

Pannartz and Sweynheim arrived in Subiaco in 1464, the
vear Nicholas of Cusa died; they moved to Rome in 1467,
Although they inrroduced mewable type 10 Subiaco, accond-
ing 10 www.graphicdesign.com’s article about them and
carfy printers in Rome, several German typographers - Ul
nrich Han, his brother Woll Han, his nephew Heinnich Han,
Georg Lauer, Teonhard Pflugl, Adam Rot, and Stephan
Plannck -- arrived in Rome cadier or at the same aime,

During their three vears in Subiaco, Pannartz and Sweyn
heim taught the monks how to make movable type, st up
their press, and printed four books: Donatus pro puerudis, a
Q&A Latin grammar book lor children of which no COpicS
survives Cicero's De Omsore, undared bur certainly printed
hefore September 30, 1465; an anthology of the works
of Church Facher Lactantius, dared Ocrober 29th, 1465,



which is considered the birthdate of printing, in Iralv; and
St. Augustine’s D¢ Crvitate Dei, complered on Junc 12th,
1467. They printed 275 copics of each text.

The surviving texts of these latter three volumes  (in
American. Brgsh, French, German, lzabian and Swiss li-
braries and private collections) are of particular importance
because, in Subiaco, Panmartz and Sweynheim abandoned
the Blackletter or ‘lextura of carly German printed books
and used what’s called a “half” Ro-
man” typelace with Blacklecter Lke
charactenistics, but mare rounded
and less “spiky™. “Half Roman™ was
mixdeled on formal Ttaban handwni-
ing known as humanist scripr, in par
ticular thar of a 13th century manu-
script of Omngen’s Hemilies, which
the printers had access to in St. Scho-
lastica’s seripeorisom. Tis capital letrers
are hike thase of Impenal Roman in-
scriprions; its small Jetters Genhic.

In 1467 the two printers lefr Subt
acv and serrled in Rome, almost cer-
tainly for financial reasons—in Rome
they would be close to the Vatican
and have greater exposure.  lhe
brothers Pietro and Francesco Mas-
simo, the papal supplicrs of parch
ment and paper, placed a house
their disposal.  The large Remaissance Palazzo Massimo
with its rounded fagade sull exists on Corso Vittorio
Emanuele near Campo dei Fiori. Since the Middle Ages,
this markel square was already home 1o numerous hotels
lor pilgnms and dignitarics visiting the Vatican, which is
not far away, just across the Tiber. The Palazzo still hous
¢s the Massimo family archives. On its backwall, locared
on Via Mcrcatoria, a plaque commemarares the workshop
of Pannartz and Sweynheim. That same year they printed
Cicero's Letters to his Family in vet again a more rounded
typeface thar gave its name to the typeface Cicero, which
is similar to Pica. This rypeface is based on the beauriful

ENGRAVING OF GUTENBERG.

handwriting of Tuscan humanist and personal secretary 1o
several popes, Poggio Bracciolini (1380-1459), who was
responsible (or rediscovering and recovering 2 great num
ber of classical Latin manuscriprs, mostly decaying and
forgotten in German, Swiss, and Trench monastic librar
ies. His most celebrated lind in 1417, probably in Tukia,
was L rerems natsra, the only surviving work by Lucre
tins. The Pulitzer Prize-winning 2011 book The Swerve:
tiow the World Became Modern by
Harvard Professor Stephen Green-
blate 15 a narrative of this discovery.
The vear before finding Lucretius,
during a break of the Council of
Comnstance, which he was, of course,
arrending, Pogmo had some leisure
tme and visited the spa at Baden.
In a long letter to his fellow hu
manist [riend Niccold de” Niceoli in
Florence, he wrote: “T have related
cnough 10 give vou an idea what a
numerous school of Epicurcans is es
tablished i Baden. T 1hink chis musi
be rhe place where the first man was
created, which the Hebrews call the
garden of pleasure. If pleasure can
make a man happy, this place 1s cor-
1ainly possessed of every requisite for
the promotion of lelicire.™
According 1o two inventories they printed in 1470 and
1472, up to then Pannartz and Sweynheim had published
28 theological and classical 1exis: 1the Bible, Lactan-
tins, Cyvprian, St. Augustine, St. Jerome, Leo 1he Great,
‘Thomas Aquinas, Cicero, Apuleius, Caesar, Gellius, T.u-
can, Virgll, Livy, Strabo, Pliny, Quintlian, Suctonius,
Ovid to name a selection, in editions varving from 275
1o 300 copies cach, for a total of some 12,475 volumes.
Although prolific, they shared the fate of 1heir perhaps
mentor Gurenberg: they could not sell their books. Ac-
cording to the websire wwww historygraphicdesign.com,
“in 1472 1thev sent their assistani, Bernhard von Merdin-
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PANNARTZ AND SWEYNHEIM'S
[ “LACTANTIUS" BEFORE ILLUMINATION.

zen, with a shipment of books to scll at
the Nuremberg fair. In that same year,
encouraged by 1heir editor, Johannes An-
drias de Bussy, hibraman ar the Vatican,
thev addressed an unsuccesstul suppliant
letter tor Pope Paul IT.” Further rescarch
uncovered that their lerrer was wntlen
on March 20, 1472 to Pope Sixtus 1V,
the founder of the Vatican Library, in the
Preface of the 5th book of a theological
text they had recently printed. The text
was DPostallar perperuac in snsversami 5.
Seripturam, the first printed commentary
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rota’s Rudimenta grammatices and
Lorenzo Valla’s De Flegantiis lingnas
fatimse, bv himself. ‘The press remained
active untgl 1479 when another Gor-
man printer in Rome, Georg lauer,
finished Pannartz’s last endeavor, the
second volume of St. Jerome's Testers.
Sweynheim returned to his original pro
fession as an engraver and executed fine
maps for Commagraplhy by Piolemy, the
first work ol this kind, but dicd belore
3= fimshing the project. Another German,
el Amold Buckinek, completed its publi-

of the Bible, by Jewish born TFranciscan MODEL OF GUTENBERG'S PRESS. cation which contained 27 maps, each

tcacher and head of Franciscan order

in France, Nicholas of Lyra (1270-1349). Their Jener

couldn’t have been for Pope Paul 11 as he died in 1471,
In contrast, although in 1473 Sweynheim dissolved their

partnership, Wikipedie gives 2 more optimistic report:

“The pope had a reversion drawn up for them, a prool

of his grear interest in printing. In 1474 Sweynheim was
made canon at St. Victor at Manz. It is nor known wheth-
er Pannartz also obtained henehive.” Perhaps the Pope also
aided them professiomally because in 1472 and 1473, they
printed 18 mare ritles.

Aficr their separation Pannartz printed thirreen more
titles, including Sallust, Sencca, and Starius, Nicoolo Pe-
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printed on two scparate, facing leaves.
Ironically Prolemy’s Copmagraphy included major imaccura
cics by 1he author, in part attributable to his miscalculating,
the size of the Earzh, which he believed was smaller 1han
it is. One effect ol 1his miscalculation caused Columbus
1o underestimate the time it would rake to reach what he
thought was Asia by sailing westward
Anyonc inerested 1n the history of printng musi visit
The Guieaberg Muscum in Mainz. Founded by the citi
zens of Mainz in 1900 to commemarate the 500th anni-
versary of Guienberg’s birth, Gurenberg’s 42 Jine Bible
anel a funcronal model of his press are two of the many
aems on <isplay. GL




