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samples and Egyptian amiquities - be-
cause ofth€ borough! support otth€
ESptian Explorarion Societlr Thc
Chadwick Museum had thre€ levels:
the basemcm housed minerals, rocks
and fossilsi th€ Sround floor zoologyi
and the firsl noor objccB created by
human hands: anrhropology, Egyprol-
og/ and orher anriquid€s.

T ike the I'brary betore. the chad-
I Mck Museuh soon became over-

lrcrowded Thus dunng rhe larc
1930s. the L. Mans Crcscent Civic
Cenkr was buih; bur, because of World
War ll, it was no! op€ncd |o th€ pubtic
until Ocrob€r 18, 19,t7. Ar firs! rhis
new museun housed only rhe natural
history and an collecrions; however,
"sihc. the Cou .il coda allodto run
two mrlseuns, " according lo Matthew
Conshntine, lhe presen! senior man-
aSer of the Bolton Museum and Arch-
ives S€rvice, "in .1956 rh€ ChadvichMu-
serm buildinS\9as eonde 

^.a 
and rhe

Egtptia eollcction |9as mowA hcrc too.'

olton3 collection of EgFiian and
Sudanes€ antiquiries is probably
the most imporranr Eg,?tian col-

lection in a Brirish local,authonry mu,
s€um (i.e. a non,national, non-univers-
rty institution) and numbe$ around
10,000 artifacr!. lr includes obj€crs
from aI p€nods of ancient Egt?tian
history from Neotirhic times (ca. 5.000
BC) to the Arab period (Seventh Cen-
rnry AD) 'The Iact that \9e can show a
conplete swe.p ol an arcie t culturc\
hislory," said Consranrin€, "and how it

Boir{r ! :nd ]1,rd n di,rd pe, i ad edor slip-
paiIr.d nr rn.nrtd (rrrdrl,}8orr Jrslnr. {y'd

dobcA oycr th. centui.s mah.s Bolro t
EFJprlan colL.tion sp.cial. Not aU Epp-
tiam eolL.tions hay. atihets Jrcm ctcry
perioA ol ancient Egptian his.ory lihc us.
W. nat not hav a laryc numbd of spcc-
ta.ular itans lmm rcligiour sit.s, ,ul we
hare lots oJ dor|.estic objccts that giye tou
an id.a ol what daily l{e was lihe."

Just as Manchesrer owes much
ofits E8'?tian collecrion ro th€ indefa,
tiSable enrhusiasm of cotron indusrrial-
istJesse Hawonh, mosr of Bolton's
Eg?dan artifacrs .rrived rhanks to
Annie Barlow (1863-1941), the younS-
est and unmatried daughre. o[Boltons
most successful coton industrialis( and
generous philanthropist, Jamcs Barlow.
Following in h€r farher! foo6r€ps, An-
nie Barlow was a 8€nerous supporr€r of
many local charities and - afte. a trip
to EgFt wrth hcr brorh€rJohn Robert
in 1888, durin8 which they visited Tell
cl Yahudiy€h, T€ll €l Maskhurah, Ta,
nis, Neb€sheh. Tell Basra, Defenneh
and Naukratis - she began subscrib,
ing to the Egyprian Exploration Socieql
Soon appointed rhc EES3 "local secre-
tary" for Bolton, she raised money for
excavations and - as a matter oflocal
pride and in competirion wirh Man-
chester - made sure lhar hcr share of
the finds was given !o rh€ Chadwick
Mus€um. These include: ro the left of
the gallery entranc€, a pink-granire slab
from Bubastis showing officials and f€
male ofi€ring bear€rs from rhe Fes.ival
of Osoikon I1, Twemy,second Dynastyl
to the right ofrhe gall€ry entnnce, rwo
pink-granite fragments of one column
from a temple otthe ram,headed god
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Ahhenaten in Iunn dunng the spnng al
2009 "

tars of Bolton! Eg}?tian collec-
tion are - not surpnsingly- its
texlil€s, which in iis chronologl

cal coverage and qualjty, and irs rang€
ot securely provenanced archaeological
material are unique in Brilain, ilnot rhe
wodd. For exarnple, akhouSh EES ac,
quisitions have diminished in rec€nr
years, Bolton was fonunat€ enough 10
acquire througb the EES a large collec,
tion ofancient rextiles (alrhough some
are Coptic and early lslamic) excavated
from the sit€ of Qasr lbrim in Lower

NDbia, the only imponanr monuments
along Lake Nassar still in their onginal
locatron. Texhle colLections larSer than
Boltons exis( - for example rhose of
the Vic(oria and Albert Museum - bur
these are mainty formed ofunprove
nanced tragbenL, purchased on the art

Ofcourse, as a textile town
with mosr of its raw couon coming
lron Egpt, Bohon had a serious inter,
est In also receiving ancienr rexriles
ftom Egp1, wher€ rhe dry desen sand

had preserv€d lhese organic marerials
very w€ll. Eg}?rian linen was renown,
€d €ven in antiquily for its high qualiry
but f€w well-preserved Sarmenrs sur-
vive lron before 300 AD This is parrly
due to rh€ rechnique ofmummifica-
tion: bodies were wrapped in bandages,
often produced by rearing up old
clothes. Certainly a sta. (orhers being
Copric tunics and Predynas.ic rextiles
from the Badari region) widin this ser
collection is the lik€ly oldesr f.aSmenr
oflinen ever discovered. F.om rhe
FaFn and daring io ca. 5,000 BC, it is
k€pt in th€ Eg)?rian collecrion! sra-
ble clirnat€-controll€d and consena
tion-approved storaSe, usually ofi li-
mits to visitors, except researchers with
appointments In Iact only a small por-

tion of Bol(ons tex(iles are on display al
an/ one time, inasmuch as ancienr rex,
dles ar€ damag€d by exposuR ro lighr
and changes in temp€rature and hu,
niditl According to D. Giuian Vog€l,
sang'Eastwood of the Textiie Research
Cenrer in th€ Netherlands. 'the Bolton
collection al arehaeological textiles is one
oI the most inter'tting and yt least ap-
preciateil colleetions in B|itain. '

oltons ancient Eg)?rian anifacts
(althouSh less than ten,perc€nl
of tbe Museum's total holdings)

are displayed in one large sall€ry The
layout - whlch dates to the 1980s -
is in chronological ord€r, sraning on
the wall !o the lefi ofrhe entrance
"wc hape to rcJwbish it soo ," ottercd
Constantine, "probc,ry in dlour reo
tea$ Jron nor\), and to lollorr a more the-
nati( approach. People se.m to be norc
i,ntercsted in a sprciJie tubj.ct,lihe je\'.
.\ry, ponery ot daiU lil., ruthe/ than in
ehrcnology - rhich is ruthet ary With
arcfii|300,000 \tisitorc a year, mottu lo-
eals, although some .o e Ircm ortside
the UK, rhe Eppttan colle.tio^ is thc
lnost risitcd pai ol oul Muscun ana |9i
stay op.n dun^E th( rcno\alions ro olir-
.r parts o! the b ldi^8, |9hich eill starl
in earlt 2010.Its r\)eahest content a/ea is
s.ulptur.s; its daea hy our Nith its wry
poot lighti^g is another limitatlo^.

esides the EES .on(nbutions,
Bollons collection has g.own
through puichas€s and grfts. ln

1977 the Petrie Museum, University
College, London, donated a collecrion
of laBely unprovenanced Egprian lin,
en. Most ofir is in poor condilion and
still awaiting stud)a bu! ir includes two
unique bundles of fossilized bones.

Four years later the W€llcome
Mus€um for the History ofMedicin€
donated over 300 objecb. "At the begin-
ning ol the Tv,tentieth Century ' recounrs
lhe collection's informarion handour,
"the phama.atical millio|.airc St Hm-
ry welleome began .ollecting objeets on a
Saryantuan scale to illrstrate the history
oJ nedXi^.lron Neolithic rimes to the
present dal; he v6 espectallt intercsted
i^ colleetingEg/ptian objects, as nant
can b. rclateA b nummilication a d bur-
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ial AIter his denth in 1936,larye parts o!
hts colle.tion, incl:a/'inl the Egptian ob'
je.ts, werc not deem.a'rele'a t," hept i'n
storu4e ana dispersed tom the 1960s
o wonJs. The hacnal assigned to Boll,n
conpns.A a lage .ollectton ol labncs
a a nore niscella eous objects, i^.]!ning
naknal lrcr the Frelerlch George Hil'
ton Pice 0842-1909) , Ma&rcgor
(1848-1937) and Robe ae R]lltalja.ll
(1876-t943) colle.tions. The Jab^cs in'
Kmt76

clude sa plts oJmum t cloth eurolf as
souve irs auringpublic vn\|rappt gsoJ
hum ies in the Ninetee hcentury, set
eral rare a cie t Pa1'nted cloths and
nany mu n{iea antual5' pattieulatlt
bir^, still in thei wrapqings."

Most recently, in 1992, the
Museum acquired a pordon of the
Trnworth Casde collection, which in'
cluded some interesling faience pieces;
the rest went to Birmingham.

ecent purchases include the
"Amarna Princess" from a local
collector in 2003 which. al-

rhough authenti€aled by the Brilish
Museum, tumed out to beaforyery:^
srMll statue-group from the Second ln-
r€rmediare Period in 2006i and a deco-
rated fai€nce v€ssel (ca. Eighth to Sixth
Cenrury BC) in 2008 A highlight of
Bolton's colleclion, "This vcss€I," says
iLs exhibition card, thowing dwarves
hy ing in the marshes, is a unqiue .x'
anple oJ eallt Egyptonanta. Co\ered
with a pale blue-gte glaze, now larye'
It nissinS, with rhe aucfts'win8s hiSh'
lighted i^ black, it wun hare otiSt ally
been morc st{kingin appearunce. Th. rc'
lieJ d.rorction oJ th. vessel is an E8Jpt'
ian t.ehniqre. Thc shape oJ th. v.ssel,
hot^'zeer, is not Egptian, whil. the rcla'
ti\).ly poor state oJ prcsenation suSSests
thal it vas bun.d in aamp soil outside
Egpt Thc .Iose{ k^ovn parcIlel to this
,tcss.l was pwchas..l in Cyprus, but maJ

^ot 
haw be.n Jowa therc. It is srill u^'

&rtah whether this piece \\ras made i^
Egtpt Jor export, or 

^ade 
in Cyprus or

the Eastern Meditenanean Lt an EPpr'
ian-stJl. object."

Acco.ding to Conshntine "An_

olh.t highligtu a.naftA at lhe ntft oJ th.
Twe rieth C€ntury is the colli^ insenbed
a a decorct.Aht a,onan ca cATai,
hg'.uL a.hantr.ss oJ the god A'|.un'Re
she lieea a A \eas bfi.A at Thebcs dur-
ing the Tw.ntt-Jitst Dynastt. The njum'
mJ-ouro J adult''.|uhmy (ou/ one
o]},,r is a JulU wrqPea h,n. svt, in a
coJf^) - is not that oJ Tawhen,r, ho||'
eeer. It barely fts i^ the coltn, erm
rhough it hls been partialu nwnpped
X-rcts rcaeal that the remains are those

A research team from lhe Uni
v€rsiry otYork srudied the mummY A
documentary ot their tindings was
shown on Discovery Channel in earlY
2008. The CT scans .evealed that the
rndividual was berween twentY and
dirty years old and thal he ProMblY
died from a wasting disease His shav€n
head may indicate that h€ sered as a
pri€sti but the documentary suggested
rhat, from the shape ofhis head. he
could have been an ill€grtimate son of

The body is abour 300 Years
older lhan the coffin, dating it to the
New Kingdom. Tbe most likely expla'
nation for how this nnknown man
ended up in rhe coffrn ota woman -
who died long atter hin - is that they
were brought together in lhe Nineteen
rh Century by romb robbers, in order
to felch a hiSh€r pnce trom a European

rher Bohon hiShlights include
cottins. "we haw Jat norc oJ
hem than 

^rmmies 
One oJ our

sets oJ @lJins belonBed to a Twelry'sec'
onA Dy^astt ptie$ 

^aned 
Duanetelel

a d consists ol a woodcn o et cofJi^and
eartonnage mummJ case. These drc cur
rently part oJ a oa\)cli^8 exhibition in the
Unl.a ratcs Dw to wat.t aanage, thet
w.re in vry poor condilio^ ana so haa

^ot 
been displa .a ewn herc Jot ma^Y

yea6 The American boftor.vinS mvs.rns
oBrcea b meet the costs ol speciolist con'
seryalion iJ they vere loa ed "

"Still olhel highliShts, Dur nor
drtil4cis, explainedConstantin€, arc
the rclated mal.nals: easts oJ sculptwes
a a rclieJs, excavation photograph\ 100

]ears oJ.on.sPo aencc about how orr
artiJacts anived ar Bolton, manrscnPtt
about au tf],'tiles by rhonas Midglel,
a a an in\entorr ol all the textiles Jound
atKarcnis i^ 1924 1925. Th. o y other
copy oJ this iNenbry n ar the unitersity
oJ Michigan, which sponsorcA the excava'

\bou! rh. :\uthor LucY Go.dan-Ra'
stelii is a Rone-based tree'lancejour'
nalist & European conesPondenl to


