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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ART AT LISBON'S
CATOUSTE GULBENKIAN MUSEUM

I-ucy ( iordan'Rastel l i  (  onl ir lurs h(r r)ngolnS v r i .s

lr l l lwinglh' '  FgtPlidn rol irrt ions o/ Funrpr'

orn on Mdrch 2glh. 1869, rnto a wealthy larni ly
() l  ( hrist ian Arnenian carpel merchants and oi l

import/exporters in Sculari todl ly the (Jskudar

drslr ict o[ lst inbul on lhe Asli ln side o[ the Bos

phorrr. (.elouslc Sarkis a;ulbcnkian elways

livrd on the lulcrum o[ (he ()r iental and Western

worlds t le was educrlecl i l  a lcxal school lhe

French Collegc of St. loseph unti l  he was tour-

tcen Wilh his lalher's gradLlal i()n presenl l i t ly

piaslres he staned hls art col lection. when ht

purchased some ancienl coins - lwo ( leclrum

stalers. 
'ninled 

rn the arrcienl Creek colony ol

Kyzikos - at I  local bazadr. Ironical ly'  hrs father

reprinranded hirn for no( spending hls lDoney

more wrsel). '
Gulbenklan wenl on to slud,v i  Marsell l-

es and laler at Kings College. I ondon, wh€re, in

lBi l7, he was awarded a diploma wilh disl in( l ion

in oetroleurn engineering from lhe Departmenl oI

I  nqrn"e'rn4 enJ tpplre ' l  s '  rcrr '  ' '  Inrm' ' l r  r re l r

. r t r .  r \  ard- hr '  I  r lhPI '  r r l  l r rm lo '  \ rmrn'  lhF
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ancienl Eg)?tran artilacts (thiny nine
of which are now on display, with fif'
teen in srorage), when he decided to
decenrralize his art collection in t916,
h€ loaned two extremely special piec
es an obsidian head ofsenwosret
lll (catalogue No. 4) and a gilded sil'
ver Thirtierh Dynasty funerary mask
(No. l2) - (o the British Museum for
eighteen months As the beauriful car-
alogue of this collection wrirten by
Portuguese Egyplologist Luis Manuel
Araujo, and published in 2006 by tbe
Gulbenkian Museum - reports: His
lntentton eL' also to olJer risitors a Jine
oppottu itt to a.lmne woths oJ art Ircn
a priwte collection that \tas not nor
nalry open to publi( \,ie|9i^g. Thc ge*
ero6 olkl \)as soon dpandea. and he
ultimately loane.l the lamous Lo don
n'user'. a total oJ t\renty.\lt piec6 t

The Britlsh Museum includ-
ed rhese objecrs ns own caraloSue
(srill useful for their srudy) and dis,

played rhem belore and then agarn
after World War II until 1949,
when they went on loan to the Na,
rional Gallery of Arr in Washingron,
DC, al lhe request of the US Govern
ment. They remained on view there
until 1960, when ihey traveled to Poi
tugal, rojoin lorever rhe more rhan
lwenty other Egyprian artilacls which
had already been sent to Lisbon from
Gulbenkian's Parisian home.

Fl y the outser of World War Two,
F: Gulbenkian had ..o!ir.d di
Yplomatic immuni ly as rhe Iraqi
Minister ro Paris He followed rhe
F.ench government when rt fled to
Vichy and served rhere as lranian
Minisler

Gulbenkian left France wirh
hiswi le,  son, daughter and son in, law

rhe Iranian drplomar Kevork Loris
Essayan in Apri l  lq42 for Porrugal,
which was a neutral  counlry.  Hi i  plan

Russian oil tields at Baku, roday the
caprtal ofAze.baijani and from then
on h€ played a major role in rnaking
the petroleum rcs€rves ot Russia and
rhe Middle Easr availabl€ ro Western

A[t€r becoming a Bnrish sub
jecr in 1902, Gulbcnkian embarked
on his me8a'money business deals,
the most crucial being: the lg07 mer-
ger resuhing in Royal Durcvshelli
and in I9t2 the creation of rhe Turk-
ish Perroleurn Company (TPC),
which was renamed rhe Iraqi Petro
leum Company in 1929. His literime
habu of rekining five percent ofall
rhe oil companies he devcloped earn,
ed him the nicknamc of Mr Five
Percent. He reputedly said, "Bener d
s|'4all piee oJ a bis pie, than a big piece

ith the enormous wealth he
accumulaled, Gulbenkian
was able ro indulge his pas

sion tor.ollecting works of fine art
He kepl all 6,000 of these in a private
museum ar his fourstorey, rhree base
ment Paris home ar Avenue d'lana No.
51, which hed purchased in t92l  He
was a generous lender, however

ReSarding only hts tifty four
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Ih.  c l l r .n idn Mus.nnr!  ln)n.r .dt(o. i f i r . , ldrn,g
rh.l-dre P.ridd. In. [A\txtun Muu,, (dn1,.

& rh. L.id.r Airi{!ili.s M!t.ud hd!. si'tilo dD'
j..rs in lh.ir .dll..ln'ns

was ro prcceed on to lhe t-rnrl{d

Stlttes, bur hc fell in lov. wirh l'{rtu
gr l  end l ive( l  lherc rr  i  su ' lc  o l  rht

luxunous Aviz i l (ncl  rn downlown

I isbon. unl i l  h is ( l t r (h on lu ly 2(1,

l95t
th(  ( ;u lbenki{D MLtse umls

websi le pornls oul  lhat  bt lween 1949

and 1952 Gulbenkran l .nr  s. !crr l

works otarr  f ro 'n his.ol le(r l l rn ro

Lrsbon! 
' \4usdu 

Nrfronal  dc  r re An

utsua, our olgtalr ludd for th.  k ind

hospr(al i ry hcd rcctrvct l  in l l ) r rugal

whrch heil ,r.!.r ltlr dhrwfirr. fl\r "

I  hr  only Egypr ian ar l r f rcr  ht  includ'

rd rn rhis lorn w.r ,  snral lb() t r , .  Lon
(No 47, but nol  on drsPlay curn'nt

ly ) .  which dar.s r1) rht  car ly Pbl tmaic

Ar rhe r ime of  hrs death.  Gul

br kraDls worrh wds esr i tnNted ro be

bcrwccn IJS$2U0 and U5$840 mi l i ton

Aher undiscloscd sumr $.re dr!rr ib

ured in l rusr to hrs descendanrs,  lhe

remarn.ler ol his ft)rilnrt trnd h's eD

l i re an col leclr)n weic donared to rhc

Porrugucse feoPle,  rD lhe lor [n 01 a

char i rablc (rust  named { f rer  hrm

Fund.tqao Caloustc Gulbenkran -

$,ith the exceprt)n ol llS$100,00t)

S+00.000 for r tsrorat ton of  rhe Ech-

mradzin Calhe. l ra l  in Echm$dzrn.  Ar

menra. when relarrons wrrh the Sov'cr

tJnion penni l le. l '
Ir lvas Gulbenkian\ wish ihat

thi' Cre o-Ronan !(iui! *hi'! h.ad oJ dn .Udlt otttal or Pti"t eas oa' of

hw Eevr|tin 
^.(s 

lr th.'Or'Jv ttu B.st Mast.mk..s oJ th. CqttBt' ortD' '
'x^ ri-.!..-, ri'un" t'.u 4 Ncs Yoth\M.t'T,p;likin Mlt sn ia t999t2qn'



his an collection be preserved rn its
enrrety under one roof. This was car
ried out and his namesake nuseum
opened i6 doors on Ocrober 2, 1969
In addition to mainuining (he splen
did a col lect ion,  today rhe culben
k'an Foundation supports numerous
scienol ic and cul tural  acLvi t ies.  and
has ils own planetanum, orches(ra, lr
braries, baller company and concerr
hatls

ne oI rhe [ines( private arr col-
lecr ions in Europe, th€ ex
hibi ts of the purposely buih

The Culbeaian\ goLl-itlalil bro z. stotw
lragnc^t oI King Pcdtbast, Jollnd.r ol
th. Bd D}trdsu h.s been lent to th.
Mttropolitan Mus.um lor exhibitions

Gulbenkian Museum (wrrhin i ts sur-
rounding brauoful ly lands.aped park,
located al  lhe rntersecr ion of  Avenrd,
de Berna and Avenida Augus(o dr
Aguir  in {entral  L isbon).  span some
4,000 years: fron ancienr Egyprian
objecrs to Jcw€Iry by Rene Lalique
( 1860'1945), a personal f.iend of
Gulbenkian. ln addrt ion k)  rhc an
cienr Egypr ian art i fa(rs,  i rs scv.nr. .n
rooms -  which open onro cach
orher.  wirh no doorr  hous. .o11..
t ions o[ :  ancien( Greek vases aDd
Roman coins ()De ot  rhe wor ld!  best ,
inasnuch as coins were his favorite
a. t i facc) i  ls lamic te)( l i lcs,  g lass,  ce
ramics and carpers: Chinese porcelatn
and Japanese prinls, s.re€ns, and lac
quer war€i  m€dieval  i l lumiDated Indn-
usc.iprs and ivoriesi ELrropran
painring, liom rhe llalian Renarssan(e
to French lmpressxrnrsmi and Frrnch
Eighreenth Cen(ury and Aa Nouv€au

Since rhe Museum (an. l  ea.h
seParate collecrion) E purposely ar-
ranged chronologrcally, in order ro
trace lhe evolul ion olarr  rhrotrgh
trme, rhe Egypl ian.ol lecnon is d$-
played in Room One in nale-ol-the
an vilrines, insralled lwo ycdrs ago. ln
rhe Museum.aralogue, LUts Araujo
writes: The onlr irens nissing/rom
the nlledion are lron Egrpts prch$.
bri. period,lrom the Fatlt Dlnd'sti(
Period ()st and 2nd ,ltndsties) and the
Captic Perioa (Jrom the 4th ftnturl
BC). These absen..s e\i5t bs.duse rhd
.oll€.tor wd5 noi inl.rcn.d in lhe less
clearry dcJinedhistolAl penods, and ir
did not o1ur ti him n purchdsd dbjecrs



munniPs and sdr.ophdgr - wnd.
sp(.t tlar natw( arc no\t .t nojot al
ln l . l idn ih Egtprr . rn.ol l . . t ion5 5

''Ahhaugh C b.nh|an a4un
.d a rctattt(\ \noll nunbo oJ ElJrl
idn drllii.ls " Protessor Araujorold mc
when we mel rn l ,erson ar rhe Musr-
um,,ron o/ t i .pr . . .s dr.ry ' rhr  h igh

(n q!/ l r rr  (nJ l ,d.r  lhd.volul ion ov.r
I  f )00r. .rrs o/[gt f l rdn d, i ,  t ron rh.
{ l ld Krntron ro Ron.Jr r in.s.Jun lh.
Attuthd pt t )ad onlr  dDoul Iw.nt !

r.d^ ir m'J!,n.q I ht high qlzhty ol
thc a/nlads ahd thc lud Lh,|, Jor ,ll tn-
tents onrl purposes, th(y rtpfesnl .'tt].r'
ptr\nl ol F'},ttan u is whtlt nahe\

ih i5.dl l f . l ron so sp.. ra i
'No Egl f r idh dr lVd. l r  h.r ! r

beu adAd t!t( Gulb hidn\.l.dth,

guerredo durrng rny v is l l  Ih is is on

Purpos. w. dohl  ,dnl  h is .o l l . . t ioh lo
lr,5. rh. p€rso diill o/lJrr.ollf.tor W.
wdnl ars vasr iors rd won. l f f  y l ) '  hr

C!i,tr6r. G!ll'0'Ln \.\,tursir.
sn(ll.ndl. Il2!ir l)rrd() ol,s -
idi h.d,i.r s.rrosrd ill Bds on
1.,'g r.rh ldlr lo rhd 8,l'sl ivu-
seun,,1nn t9.t7- 1919. th.t
Nas l.nl li, rld Ndtn,&lCall.,]
ir rvdsftirglon, D(-. !,ril 1960,
wh.n it dftir4l in Litbon.



.hr i .  rhrs l l r i / . r . r  d ' r . l  nol  l idr  Dh. l t r
nr .hgi f i  s . rnd w..1lnf  \sds dr.  ihpondnr
lo not i . f .  l rn lk.  n)n.  nur. !ns.  nonlr
rhr)n,  .dnnf. l .d lo !hav. f5 i l i f r  w. do
nol  subr i l i r . . r .drdr lons in t$r f r  I l .
t.h ivl rskl.J/. No!.r dL'jbon d.d!.rlA
Iht Lal. Ptto.l sttt at Kom lunnn ntut
Mtnthis, unAcr ttu lir..ron of Pnt.\
\ot Marn H.ltnu |tinda.le I op.\ "

u lbenkiaD visr t fd Egytr  tust
{D.c,  r l  lhr  a8t  o l  srrry t rve.
in l914, rn. l  thrn onh lhr

. lassic srres:  C!r() .  ( ; izd,  M.nrphi \ .
\ .kkara,   swaf l .  Phi lae,  Konr Ornbo.
fdlr ' ,  Esl l r ,  Luxor and Karnak6; bur
hrs l i rn l lgypr ian r .quis i l r ( )n fur
(hasf( l t r l  ( lhr is ln ' \  in Ion( ion,  d.rcs
t .  l9(17 l r  w.6 i  lhr . ( lh(  (o.r  bowl
( . r r i l , )gur No l8)  I i rs r f \ t  I )ur .h. \
.s wrrc J bn)ru.  sr i r l (  r i l  rh.  I  . ( l \
Shrpc\  (No. 27) iD 191 1.  i , r l . ,  \v t ! r l
. r  s l r tuc of  t l ( ! rurrxu) (N,,  l .1r . , rk l . r
l ) .salr  nr i ,phorr  sLru.  o l  I ) l . . lho!
(N,)  14),  horh rn lq lT/

With Lgyprologisr  I lowrtul
( l .n.r  r \  hrs r( lv in)r  rn( l  ln.ql .nr  rn
trnne{ i iary,  Dr ' \ t  of  ( ;u lhenkirn\  L (r
pu( h.s.s d.rc to thc l ( r20s.(rh.nls l
prol i l i .  .1.( . { ic  of  hrs df l  tur .hrn\  , , ,
r l l  h.k ls)  on.rrr i l ! ( r  rn l ( ) l ( ) .  l t t r r r  Lr
19) l .  rw.nry rD 1922 (rh.  \ 'exr w| lh
lhe nrosr.r .quis i r i {Ds, s i \ t (n pur
.hasf( lxr  .u.rhn, whr(h h,d bt
longe. l  ro Bnrsh colk 'cror in( l rnu
teur Egyprolog's l  Revrrrnd Wrl l i rnr
Mae(;r .gor l l8.1u. l ' l l7 l l .  rwo in
192,1.  oD. Dr 192t.  thr te rn 1,126. ()D.
rD lg28 and two rn l92q I  Af i . r  1929
(;ulb.nkr.rn r( ldcd only rwo nror.
Lgyptr . r r  r r t rhers.  xr  aucrn)n rn I  on
don in 1911: snral l  hDresron. srar l ,cr
(Nos i ]  and 54),  dar ing ro rhc sr \ rh
Dvnasrv.  o lm,]e ol l r ! ra ls.  rhry rr .
nor on drspl .y cors errd by 5.vcral
,n 'enra' ,on! l  srholar: i  ro b.  tak.s

' ' Ihr  far  t  thr t  { i r l lcnlr t r
boughr Ltbour lorry prrem olhr: LLtlkL
lrun Ihr \dDrf  y.dr lhdl  a.r / l . r  d is.r)v
{r..1 llrdrfthdnetr\ ronl) Piolessor
Arauto rold nre,  is  d .drnd. l .n.d,  b.
.drs.  a. . r , r .  drnor.r /  rhr  ronb in No
!|mbl], ,tr.r Grlh.nikrn ldd dlf..rrrr
rwJf ftis prr.has.s B.5irlti rhon l,on
Md.Grgrr \ . . l l . . r ion,  v\ t .  r lh.^ r f
Cr lb.nhrdr\  Ef lpr ,dh drr i f . r  t t  l r rJ



bem in pi\iate collections qna werc
prrchaseA at auctiol vrlth Carrer\ ad-
vic.. Ho]"eyca dircctly Jrom Cafter hi^-
seIJ, Gulbenhian pwchered a blue-Jai
mce s.arcb (No. 48, nor on Aisplat) ,
the hed ol a Ntuian man (No 6), a^d

The C bdhia\\ 18th DJn6t! ivory .os
hetn spoo \|B on . patt ol the Md.Gregor
Collectto .Fou tl at Innd eI G.bel in Mid-
tlle Egtpt, is boh huhobus f, .tuti., rhe
Jigurcs cledA! Nrbian.

a Late Penod sLatue ol a seaea cat (No.
29).e

"Thar Gulbe hian purchased
artilacts alrcady h ptuate ha As and
thrn mainly oJ u^hno\!^ prcyenarce,"
continued Aranjo, "is th. rnain w?dJ.
ness ol this coll.ctio , as arc pe^aps
the lach oJ .,t'ummics ad colli^s; but
this is countcrbalanced by their overcll
high anisic qualiry, rha hs to culben-
hian\ etquisite personal taste.'I wanl
tny colleaion to relect. .beauty and a<-
prcssio', he had wnllen i^ a lctter to
Lucie Nayille, an erpei and a tiquaF
idn ol oM coi^s, dwi^g th. late FoL

"The hree surs,lor it| a ross-
up," Aiaujo conrinued, "ali con./ro,n
rhe Maccrcgor .ollection. My lawite
andalso th.law te oJ the pnlilie au-
thor and Egptologist at the GrilJith In-
stitute in OxJod, Czech.bom Janmil
Mdleh, is th. alreaaly-me tion A mag-
nij.e t v.ry r.alistic lragmmted obsid-
ia hean oJ King Se|Borcet III (No. 4),
said to be thc besr piece ol small-scale
Egtprian att ever to be ilisco\tered' tl
Studies maae duling the li|^t hal! oJ the
Twentieth C( ury haa iamifiea th.
head as belonging to Amene]//,hat ttl, the
son ol Se^eorcet lII, but norc-r.cent
comparati\e stuaies ol orhct lih.nesscs
ol Scnwors.t III in th. Metropolitan, the
Lourrc, the Luxor Musevm, the Kunst-
historiseh.s Musewn in Vienna and the
EgJptian Mvsatm in Betlin support the
choice ollathet o\er so . Most liheb,
this hran comes Irom M.danua, a een-
ter lor the y,lotship o! Montu, a povetful
cdt dvnn, h. TwelJth DJnasty.

''me Collection\ other star
(No 28), and Jawtite oJ the latc Ber
nard wn Bothnu, ploJessor at N.r!
Yorh UniversitJ\ Instttute ol Fine Arts,"
conrinued AraUjo, 'is d lim.sto e ttot-
uette oJ an oJJi.iat, probably a juase.
Bes, datiry b the Lat€ Puiol, early
Twent]- sixth Dlnasty (660-610 BC)
Frcm the i^s7iptions on the statu.\
bete, rear a d hilt, ee h^o'9 that Bes

"as 
a seniot coutt o$ciat ol Kins

P'dntch I, whose name appears in a
eartouche on the Bes\ right shoulder. We
do not hnos where it was made, but a
rekrc te in the insctiption to Ahhbit in
the West Delta mat s\gg.st that I ongi

Ihs 18th DrJ^6tt ushabti, ins.nbed ro one
H.srmel, is un6uoi i^ that it is 

^aa. 
oJ

brctz., with Soul i^lays dnu .l the 4.,

nally cane Irom therc "

Th€ third sta. of the Gul
benkian colleclion. and probably its
oldesr anifact, Professor Arafto and
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Senior Curator Figueiredo agreed, is a
cylindrical calcite cup (No. l) deco'
rated wuh three g€ntly protnrdinS
ridges and an elegant beU'shaPed
[oot. According to the Museum cata-
logue, the cup, "probcDly used to meas'
ur. sohas, . . .was Jouna i^ a tomb noth
oJ Thebrs, aI a pla.e describeA as b.ing
Rcqaq ah, and was part oJ th. tomb'
goo& oJ the deeeased lrom Tonb 40
The tonb aares Jrc tht 3d Dynastt(?)
oJ the OIa Kinlao'r' ... No olhet knoun
piece has lhe same shape as this.up 'r?

French Egptologist Chris-
tine Desroch€s-Noblecoun - who
was invited to Lisbon by the Gulben-
kran Foundation, first in 1962 and
again in 1968 - proposed the Old
Kingdom date for this seeningly un-
ique v€ssel. she based her date on a
mural in lhe lomb at Sakkara of the
s€nior official H.syra, which shows
similar objects on the other hand,
dunng a visit to rhe Gulbenkian Mu-
seum in lhe company of his friend
Araujo, Bothmer - without hesita-
rion - dated this cup to the Eigh'
teenth Dynasty, because some calcile
objecis lrom the tomb of thr€e wives
ofThutmose lll (now in the Metro-
poluan Museum) have the same bell-
shap€d footi and because such calcite
cups were common durinS th€ New
Kingdom. "At th.GulDanhian," said
Professor Arafjo, "ii ts slill .aralogu.d
and displayea as old Kinrdom; but, al'
ter PrcJessot Bothmer\ attlib,lion, \ee

"Speahing oJ the Mdroqolitan,
ahhough, u^lihe our Jonaer, \te teldom
loan ow E|pptian utiJads, s id Fi'
gueiredo, "v.l? l Bes ard thrce oJ otrr
othet highlights - alow rclieJ deptct'
ing Pri^.ess Merytites (No 2),abrcnze
torso oJ King Peaubast (No. I 6) a d the
heaA oJ an ollktal (No 39)-toatem
porary exhibitio alkA'Onlt Lhe Bestl
Mlstetpteces oJ he Calotste Gulbct
htan Museum, Lisbon', held therc in
1999-2000. rh. exhibitio wes firld
'Only the Best" , be.atLse Gulbenkian lth'
ed to say: 'Only the best is Sood.nough
fot me' . Last year I 

^ccompanied 
the

torso bach to the Md aga|,n, to thz'GiJts
ol rhe Godt: I^ages Jro Egtptidtt Ten'
ples' , whil'h ran Jrcm Ocbbet 2007 Lo

LatePetiodbro ze prodsio ali^tgnidi^ the Jotu oJ a 
'ol4rbaqu' 

rcsti^gon th'

ba.h ot a crc.o^le A similor obqct is to b. seen in L.id.nb Anquilits Musam

February ol this yeat

I  fBothmers New Kingdom d,Le i5

I  conar for the un,que" calciLe cup,
I  !he hmerrone low reletdepr€r ing
rhe Princess ot Merytites - which
was kken ftom the tomb at Giza
where she was buried wirh her hus
band, Akhrihetep - would be the
collections oldest anifacl. Il dates
frorn the Fourth dynasty, when King
Khufu had mastabas builr nearby his
pyranid for his wives and favorite
chrldren, Princess Meryrites which
means beloved ot her farhef - be-
ing one oI the latte.

Also from the Maccregor

collection, this fragm€nt had be€n ac'
quired by Howard Carter inJuly 1922,
jusr four nonths before his discovery
of the Tomb ofTuunkhamen Similar
fragmena from the same tonb are
now in Rome! Museo Barracco ancl 

'n
the Museum of Fine Ans in Boston

Gulbenkian purchased th€
torso of King Pedubast I in 1921, the
year before the reliet of Meryirtes and
fifreen other ancient Egyptian arti'
tacrs. The art dealers (and adusors to
the American art collectorhesidenl of
Florence in ltaly, Beinard Berenson)
Duveen Brorhers of Amslerdam Suar-
anle€d thar tt was a v.ryJir. ac.insr-
tion since rr was one of the best ob-
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.l.drl\t shrw\ Lh( d(rp,.sttLt lelt lor
r , )Dr.n drr ing r i , .  N.w krrgd.hr ' i  a
pan. l  f r .m a caskct (No 1l l ) .  danng
lo th.  l . r l .  P.no. l .  pcrhrps th.  Twcn
t!  s ixrh I ) lnasr) ,  .orrnl( . r . l  r , )  i .
( rung r l .  on t .dr / i l ! l  Eglplrdn
lrorhs n rvorJ '  ,  and r  smal l  statuf t | .
o l  Horus Js r  rhr l t l  (No l7) .  d i  ng
In,rn rhf  ( ; r rc1o Ronran t) fnod. c i r l , !
Prolrmarc ( lynrsry ( .  l (10- 150 8(.) .
r ls , )  oncf  parr  o l  rhc Mr(Grcgor (  o l

Bld.k gnnir. h.all lfaqne^r d..t'i.rint a N!.
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le,  whr(h nrr l  In{ l ( l r .  rhr |  P.duhrsr
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r lod,  mrddl .  o l  rhc Prolcn, . r ,  | 'a (c
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laction, and made of silver, 'd natal,'
according to Araujo, 'er.n rar.t ln an-
clmt Egtpt th,' $old.'

onh a trip to Lisbon for it-
sclf alonc, lhe Caloustc Gul-
b.nkian Muscum is open:

Tucsday-Sunday l0 AM-5:45 PMi
closcd Mondays, January I , Easkr
Sunday, May I and Christmas D.Y.
The hard-bound catalogue of rhe
Eg'?tian colleclion i5 available for 30
Euros, from the Muscum booktore,
or by clicking on th€ websit€ *II$'.
gulbenkian.pt. Another sp€cial vol-
ume to own - and also available
hom the booktore tor 32 Euros - is
the paperback catalogue of an exhibi-
don held here fromJuly 19 to octo-
bei 6, 2006. titled flt€ Coll.clot and
His fust : Calouste Gdbe hian 1869'
1955. Publish€d to cel€brale the ftftr-
eth anniversary of the founding of hi5
founilation, it aims to paint an accu- .
rate picture of thi5 eclectic Pion€er or
the oil industry, linanci€r. diPlomat'
art collector and philanthropist, as
seer through bis taste in art "Tit.
study oJArt," he wrote in a l€iter oa-

1 8th Drnnttt polf chronc-lln -
tto c sundt oJ nc M.s (&
d.tdtl). It eE a,nong wotls oI
atr danagdbr fuoAt^gtn
1967 d th. Ponbal Pdlct t^
Octtas, Pottugal whrft th.
cllbahlan colLctton ||at dts-
pltr.d piot to L|Jbon.

tcd Dec€mbcl 14, 1948, ro Robcn Ab-

lI a t ondon antiquarian, "d'tongst my

o.cupatlons has b.cn o gr.at ftllcl anil

chani" to my z.ind. V.ry lnc thtngs arc

bccoming'.oa anl^ot. rcft, but lttch'

llt I an vcry z.|'ctl.; f I ao rct lnd
lhin$ in on s..tlon, th.n I bccom. at'

|.Th. Collc.tor a dHisTatt:Caloat
GuDntian 1869.1955, (Lisbon, 2006),77.
2. Eryotion A.1 Cdlousl. 6rlDd lur Col_
l..rlA ( LEbon, 2006) , 5l .
3. Oth.r similar lloN b.lon8 lo th. ES/pt'
ian coll€ction in th. Brooklyn Mut.um
4. Th. w.bsia {{vcilici..com eys thar
(hc Culb€nklNn fenily has rccently paid
foi fi. .esroration of the high altar and ot
the marbb noor in th. cath.dEl.

?. Espt:o: Att Cato6t Gutb4hid^cot-

6. Informadon from Gult'enkian di.ries,
which h. wrote in Ft€nch, rcponed by cu'
rator Mana Roe Frgueir.do. H. Lft Na'
Dl6 at I PM on th. shiP "Ausonia" on
ianu.ry 14, 193'1 He anivcd in cairc on
ihe ev.nins ofjanuary 16 and imnedr
atcly took a lour of the city He Emined
in Cairc untilJanu.ry 24, visirin8 the
E$pria! Muscum scveral tim6, numeF
ous Fosques, rh. AEb Museum and its li'
bhry rhe Coptic MEeum, thc zoo and

Hcliopolis. Aftcr hE visit to th. Emti.n
Mus€um onj.nuary 18, then he siw th.
tr.rsur6 fbm Tutrnkhm.nb lomb, he
wrctc in his diary: '^,ft.r nt sn di.s, I.t'
D..t d to s.. tDlctuIil aI(ets bntn! lh'
;A^atton .odd @d 

^av..on 
av.d ol sn

;ud bcautt nd ro 
^u.h 

QLuft "
OnJanuary 24, rft r. onc-hour

visit *ith th. king at Koubc P.Lc., hc l.ft
cairo for Aswan. wherc hc.niv.d th€
n xr mominr. Th.t s.mc af!.hoon he vi-
sit€d Phil.c itrd not d tn hi5 diary filt h.
lik.d Asw.n much horc th.n c.tro. which
hc thouSht wa! an unPl€rsant PIrc. lo
livc, in epit. of lti tutninccnr mu!.um5
Th. ncxi dry h. visrr.d by bo.t El.phrn-
tin.lsland, Lord Kitchn.rb Grrdcn, lh.
Aswrn Mus.urn.nd. trib.l !1[a8.i .nd,
th. .hy rft€r, vilLg€!.round Aswin bv
donkcy, b.forc .hb.rking on thc ahip
namcd Sddn for a four-d,y Nilc cruis.
which took him to Xom ombo, Ed{u
EtM, Luxor.nd Ramk. About th. T.m'
DL of ({m.k. hc not€d: 'I n.v.r Inagin d
ihl! fl.h nngn{lcc ta'thtt.tut corva.'
ist. B.fot ttu 

^al6tt 
oI swh rnbntnnc tt

a.ry,hi^gl\. alftad, t . in Gft.c., tA th.
East nil l^ th. w.st, disapP.a6 "

OnJ.nuary 30th h. visit.d six
romb6 !n rh. vall.y of thc KinSs - thos.
of S€ti l. Rrhcs.t VI, R.m66lX, "H.Etn
HcDrc" .nd Tutrnkhrrun -.nd th. \al'
l.y of thc Qu.. in th. rltcmoon Onth.
.v.nlnrofth.3lst, hc rook thc tr.tnb.cl
to Crir;. wh.rc h. sttycd rnod.t w.€k'
b.fore le.linc for lcrusalrm
1Egypttan A;: calost Gulbdht,,t coll'
l..tiotr, tO.
8. lbid.
9.lbld. 'Grlbcnhidt did^t o ly btv dt aw'
lion or thro!8,t Howa'd Cdn ,i' .ccording
b Cur or Fiiu.ircdo. 'Ht ttcl 4try'
bod! i^ th. oi $id od thq ln 

- 
hid

'oiihii 
tatt s, a,ah. us.d oth.t tnt n dF

ati.s. On pag.44 oJ thc cataloglr, Th. col'-
l.cbr and His T.sr., ls th. Mrdng story o,
,rr 6iirtolsibl] Can.r rhrn h.Adrl a!
wavs rrisi, ro buy tlr splcadrd h.ot ol Kt^8
Snwotz.l IL Som.tnn stua.nbnUf.hl
vofit oJ ad tnot orl! th. EPPtian oa.s\
hom. o Mal,.o s.. iJ h. wa kdtoPut
eh,.J. thd H. o,ly btught obj..ts h. tih.d
whi.h t.r. is p.d4t .ondition He Ptob|'
bly 

^.!.t 
bou$I a^r^ry or a tunn|

cofrnb..aus.h. didn\lih. th. w..n ot

lO. fh.collcrot a HkTasr.,l7L
ll. Egtpti^ Arr: Calo6t Grlbdhia CoI'
lrction,66.
12. lb id. ,58.
13. lbid.,98.
14. T . colL.tor atl Hts T6t 99

Aboul th€ Aurhor Lucy Gordan'R st.lli is
.n Amcric.n journalisr based in Rome
she has contributed sev.ral previous art!
cl6 rc thejourMl on |he EgDtian colcc'
tioN of Europ€an nus€uN

73 Kmt


