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Lell,lhe La@oon Crcup. a monumental marble sculplure, boughl by
Pope Julius ll lo cre.lc lh. courrva.d ol Staiues koh which the
Vat ican Muse!msorigrnaled
Above. rhe sptral sianc.se ol lhe old enkance at lhe valrcan
Museums and. below. the slancase oi lhc new enlrance
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THE MUSEUMS, MOST RECENT DONATTON
nu'rng a p|vare audien.e wi lh Hr< Hol ine\.  on
l-rDe(pmbe' l2 2002 l f 'e G'eal Br i ld in and l lo ' ,da,
USA chapteG ol the Patrons ol the Arts in the Vatican
l\,4us€ums donated a portrail ot Pope Benedict xvl by
Russian born painter Natalia Tsarkova to the Museums.
"The porlrai l  depicts lhe Holy Father s€ated on the
fec€ntlvrenored throne of Pooe Leo Xlll as a reminder
ol bolh his role as a pro{essor and as Sucressor ot St.
Perer. Tsdrkovd lold me It looh me two years lo painl
To understand His Holiness'philosophy and pelsonality,
I read man! ol his books and had soecial Dermis5ion lo
draw the Holy Fdther durinS liturgicalceremonies, bul il
look me onlythree days lo complete his lac€ on ranvas:

Besides Tsarkova, in attendance were Leonardo Car'
dinalSandri, prelecl ofthe ConSregation for the Oaenlal
churches and nicknamed "godlalher of the potrait" by
Tsa rkova; Ca rdinal Giova nn i Laiolo, presidenl ol the Pon-
l i i t la l  Commrssron for valrcan (r f !  Slale: t l lonq8not
Renato Borcardo, general secrelary ol the govemorate
oJVati(dn Citv Statej Dr.Antonio Paolucci, the ne!.,/ direc-
tor oithe Vatican l\,luseums;Mr.lohnl. BroSan, who rep
resented the American Patrons;Si Thomas farmer, who
represented the Eritish Patrons; and LeSionary of Christ
Father l\Iark Haydu, the present direclor of the Patrons.

I\,4ore recently, on february 8, Tsad(ova unveiled her
portrail of Andrea Cardinal Cordero Lanza di Monteze-
molo. the archDriesl ol the Basilica ol Saint Paul Oulside
the Walls, at the Palazro Cardinal Cesion Via della Con-
ciliazione.

She is now workinS on a portrait ol Lebanese Father
Jacques Haddad (1875-1954), who was conse(rated a
capuchin priest on November 10, 1901. DurinS his life
l ime Haddad lounded manv missionaiy s(hools,
orphanages, and hospitals thfbughout Lebanon. The
lounder ol the ConSr€Sation of the Franciscan Nuns ol
ihe Cros5 of Lebanon in 1930, Father Jacques wi l l  be
canonized io t!4av of 2008.
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duriDg lhc crening tr ,  l lort
evenls l ike l (c lur( .s.  roD(rr ls.
and rrcrpl i in ls $hib peoplr
t ldnl i ru thr nrt .  $i th din (rs
br l i ,m or { l l r r${rds; sonlr
trrn rrnt oul gl|llrries lbr pri-
rntr prrlics, Whal's Iour opir-
ion rbou inlroducing r leDirg
r\rnts in thr \xti(l|n l\lusrunls?

A. PA(n r (rr :  1 knou nrusrunl
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