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t r r t t . \ '  t t )  l t i t tshurgl t  \  t lR, l
Ri \ l t . ' t ) . l . ,hn Wrirht .  t . 'k '  r ' , l \
n(  tu.1 t t t . l int l  ht  l \ ) t ' (  l ' .u l

I lht !  stun \ .  t  t |h.n l t i \
lh ' l in( \ \  t tpt ' t ' i t t r l  l l ' r i \ l t t
pnlat t t)l th (i)'u!trsttirt lt),'
t lk  (  l r l r ,  Wtul( int i ,  k\ l  k '
h(  Wrisht  s | | I l - | i tnt '  \ . In nf f \
in RMt urtil rtu , unlinul t

Iloli old wrrr rou whon
lou lirst fclt your voc{tion?

At((  t l l r tst l (  )r '  l ) r)N,\ l . r )
Wt l ,Rr. :  ln clcnrentary schor '1,
hLrl  i r  wasn r unt i l  h i lh school
thnl nr\ clllin! hectl|llc clc lo
nrc l l t rd rhat I  t r ! ) l  i r  scr iouslv.
Al icr Emdurtr(nr,  I  entere( l  thc
scrninar) l() tcsl whethcr I real-
Iy hid a vocnlirnr or nor.

Do you have brothers aDd
sisters?

DoN^l-D Wlrr.Rl: Yes. but rhcy didn'r fcel cal led to rel i ,
gious l i fc.

()ther pricsts in your family?
D()NAti) Wlrr iRt.: Nor ro Iny kno$ledgc.
In 1974 you reccived your doctorat€ from the

Angelicum Universily herr in Rome. Whal was the title
of vour doctoral thesis?

I)()NALD WL:LRr-: TIt( Mitist.rid Ptit! khd utl th(
Tltitrl Sttrotlo[ l]islnry:; h 1971.

Yesterda! yor said ahat in the archdi{r('es€ of Washing-
ton, D.C., Mass is cclebrated in orer 2{l hnguages. Your
Italian is p€Ifcct; $hat olher languages do you speak?

AncHsrsHoP oF WASHTNGToN, D.C.

,/\l (;t rlilnt l.\t .,tt. An ltbilt.t) $ tl tr,ls h!r1t t,t
a ,Not\ ' , I tut  l ) .  191o. i t ,  Pir thLt ' !h.  \ 'ht t l  tk '
\ - /  r t t ru lu l  St .  Mut \  o l  t l  t t . tur t  l \ t t i \h nl
Sthut l .7hu tu \ tut l id d th(  At lk ndru t  o l  ohio i r
(  i tk  ivkr t i  l , r l i ,n,  g) in\  h,  k k i t t  196.1 k '  n . l t  t t  k
I l ,  i l i r . t l  ( ; , r ' \ t , i .u I t I i t ( r \ i t \  u l  th(  l \nt t i l i i t l  Nt ,1h
,lt,tt ttiot ( oll(s. It( 11t\ t't(Liinkl !t) thr t,ti(nln't,.1 trt
I t | (ot tht t  lT.  l9( i ( , .  ut  S! .  l l , t r t  s Btsi l i t r .

llprt his n rtrru hruL irt 1t)(,7. I( hqu,t lti\ ic(t ul
pdrt  t i t l l l  a is i !k n I ' t \ t t , t  dt  S! .  Rt)ut l i t  hni lh i t t  I ' i l \
burxh t (;runl iLhl nithtuufur, l .  rnr! t  prr.nnn,vr.

In l980 Wuul ,"qu4t?tl tt' ,?tLtht t.t t,!nt)nl t ininrr
in I ' i t t \ l )u).qh, nl t f t  h ru\ f t&)t  ol  St.  h| t l  \  Sutr i txoI
ln l98l-  I9l t5.  I l ( r  s . t , t \ (  nkl  hir lht ,  ut  J. | , rk , l
6.  lgub nt 51. h, t t t  s B( i i l i , . t  br 11,t , . .h,hf i  hlul  l l  o. l
r \ t \  th( I  l th hih,t ' . ' l  Pir t t lnrsh ln,n Igt ts lnt i l  h i t  i t r \ .
t)|\ in\t llttir)n .t\ th. (,h rchhithq' 01 Wlr!,hi \tt,n.
l).(.. o .hu'( )2. )Ot)(). tt th( Bt\ili& ol !tu N!lit,kl
ShrinL t l  r tu lnnnrtuhtk ( i ) t r t t , tk ' , t .

( rt AI,t il 1. 2(Ntit. hr tL lh.tR l tlr l.i*r Annml 114tt .hlu
I\ul ll I atun, ort lttrtn?lirit )|! U,kk'rlttttlinr. \'t'nr',1t1
h\ l t i t l thnl tD t t . r  x,A,ts( l  u,  t ln i .  . , t \ i t \ ' ,  tut l  t tu Rt lJr( l l

Brn i (  f iunthinu. ' l l | '  l (  tut(
n\t\ utitld Ihtil,!nry R(liRit'ut
'I ht|tkl\ thdt I'n^.il. d (\n|nrtt
( ;nrt , r l  l ) ' r  h\ t t \ ' .  l t  t  t r ' \ l
l l i t ,ntr)n.  I t  t tu l i l , ,1u\ t , l  ! l r
I ' t , t t i l i t r  N, lh . \ twri t lut  ( , ,1
|qr. tu \t\)kt \i!1, I.tu \ (;,t|l,ut
rh't his rtxttim, nu.lit \, txtr
tuntl w./k, a, l P't'? Rualitl
Xltl \ trrnt'in'! \.itjl It tlk, Ih'it

I ) ()N,\r .r)  Wr r ,Rl:  l ,e l  rnc nLrt
i t  lh is wl l t .  l  Lr leh|ntc M rs in
Spa irh k)( ' .  I  can and have cel-
cbrutcd Mnss as well as read Ll
horni ly in l j rcnch. Howcver,  I
(km t spe k either lLrngungc.

Whcn wns thc l i rs l  t inrr
you (amc to Romr?

I){)N^r.r)  Wl r ,Rr i  ln 1963
Bishop Wrighl scnl nr to study
at rhc R,ntitic.rl Gregorian Uni-
versi ty.  The experience ol

strdyinS in Rome, in lhe \hdo\r ol Sr. Peler's. nrade mc
tee! nry formalion as r priest wls direcrly guided by the
first vicar of Rome.

It also must have been very stimulating to be sludJ-
ing lirr the priesthood in Romc during (hc Second Vali-
csn Council.

D()NAt.r) WtliRL:Yes. indeed. I l(xrk back with noslalgia
on those years. Wc seminarians sensed lhat we were direct
obserters, cyewitnesses of a Drarvelous reblosRtming ol thc
Church. of r  renewcd dedical ion and comDrit tnent that
would bc the basis of our nrinistry. Frcquenlly over lunch
Bishop Wdghl would expl,rin t() us thirt. anchored to the
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past.  thi \  r ! 'ncuul w.rs a cont inuat ion ol  lhe Church s rrrdi ,
t i ( )ns.rnd thnr al l  lhc deleSates wefe gathcrcd arruird t lNi f
!icrr Popc Pnul Vl, lhc \u.ccssor ol Pelcr. as thc Aposrlcs
hrd bccr rn)und Sl. Peler himsclf.

Wc le.rrnrd thirl \re would concelchrlle lh!'Mass rnd in
! , I r  In, , th(r  r , 'n i . l l ( \ .  l : i r r  m( fr"hrhl \  thr t r , \ r  Dr,{rn!
er.prr icncc ol  the Counci l  wirs.rucndinS i ts closing N'Lrs\.
l is lcning k,  11'pc PaulVI pnrchin lhc ( i runci l  s dccrccs

$as Bishop,lalrr Cardinal. lvright your mentor?
I)()N^I)  Wr Lk| |  woukl l ikc (r  think that ther.  wcrr

n 
' rr-  

nrrn\ pr icn\ \ \ho-ve inl lucnccd f iv l i le rnd n! nl in
r\ l r  \ .  (  ef l i r i0 lr"  CLrrdinal Wri !ht  \ r . rs i r  !cr!  p( '$er l i r l  in l lu-

I l )c l i rs l  s ch inl lucnce rvas F rhcr Joseph Br!rn. r l
pr ' rc\r  r t  Sl .  l \ ' lury-ol- the lvt t)un( during ny high scho0l
\ 'c|r \  l f t  *us vcl !  in lhcnt i  l  in ml disccming a \ , (xr r i (nr
Ir)  lhc pr ie\ th(xr l .  I  n(x onlr  cnn)e (r  know hinr.  but c irntc l ()
l f \  l | l rd cn! is ion nryscl l  as r  t r iest l ikc him. F.rrhcl  Joscph
\\ i rs Lcr- in nry l i )nlr l l ion as I  f r iest

lVright $as considcred one of Amcri(s's most arlic-
ulrr t r  lhrol( ,girns and I |  rot |-
r inced ecuDrnist .  He at lend-
td thr Secod \i:llicr (iruD-
ci l  (  1962-1965) during which
h( lras a driving lbr(c behind
s€rcr lr l  of  i ls documcntr.  ln
1969, $hrn lbpo I 'nul  Vl
:lppoinred hh the prele(t ol
thr ( i )ngrcgal i ( ,n for the
( l (rg] ,  hr hcr:rm( thc high-
rsl-rrnking Americ$n in thr
(  ur ia.  Whal did lou learn
lnrn hi  ?

l ) ( )N\ l  t )  Wl t ,Rl :  l l i l \ ing
scr l ! ( l$ irh (  l l f t l in i , lWdghr l in
rr t  l r tng, r t l  eoursc. hc hacl a
\ tr 'or) !  i rnpLrcl  rrr  r I !  pr ic\ l l ) -
rnini \ rry.

l)ors vou. slrong support
of oc[nrenisnr sten| lrom (]ar-
dinal Wright's guidanco?

I)()N\t  t )  Wl t ,Rt. i  ' l  hrt  wo0kl
ccr lr iDly hc onc nsf lcct s lcm,
Drirg l r ' (nn his guid.rne(. .  lk '$,
c\cr,  durang thc Scc()nd Vat ic lD
(i lunci l  Wri !ht  was grcl l l t  involved in incrersing rhe f t ) le
ol  thc L| | ty in Church l i le,  so ]elhing I  lso l i )un( l  lo be I
signilicilnr ncw de\'ck)p|llcnt. ti)cus ol rcrivily. in rhe lil! of
lhr ( hureh. So I wo ld attrihLrle () Wright, anrorrg orhers,
li:cr)gniti{)n ol rhe ntc ol the l iry in the Church as well .rs
lhc intcr lai th and ecumcnicnl orrreuch thal has since becn
\uch rn essent ir l  p rr  ol  ( 'hurch l i fe.rnd my mrnrsrrv.

lvould vou agrct that ecumenism is a form oi intel-
lcctual curiositt and desire to lcarn about othrrs?

I)()N rI)  Wl rRl:  I  dr ink thr l  t  thf  hei l rr  ol  ccrnrnisnr
rs thc desire lo l ' . 'onc. The Church thnt Christ  r isrrbl ished
hr esl ihl i \hed as (nle. his h'd! .  nol  di ! ided up into pn s. So
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I bel ie!e the rcr l  nx)r ivrr ins. ertrgiz ing. dr iv ing l i ) fce
bchind ecunrenisrr  i r  lhr desirc to hate that wou d ol  div i ,
s ion hcl led Thcn this ecunreDical c l l i ) rr  coDres ahout h!
' 'ur  r , . rn i rU r i '  l r ) , ,$ elLh. ' rhcr hettcr .  hy , ,ur  e, , rn ing r , ,
Lrndcrshnd each o(hcr. tr) rcspecl oDr aDolher.:utd l() !!ork
logcrhcr.

It was announr{d .r"cslerda.r" that al his roqucsl His
lloliDess will visit an Orthodor sJnagogue in Ntll V)rk.
Anl comments?

l)()N^rr)  Wr r ,Rr :  I  scc i t  ; rs .r  \ isn () l  his de\ l re lo con
IIru( rh( dr i rh, : 'U( hfrsrrn (  r r t l  r . , . rnt l  leq. .

Itslerdal in lour hcluft rou trlked obout spiritnal
spa(es-plarrs for praler and (ommunicot ing with
(idi do r_ou hxvr r filorite spiritual spcrr, n trrl)rilc
rhurch?

I){)r .r \ r  r)  W( r ,Rt i  Novi.  \ , "hi lc i l  r t rr !  nor str ikc pc{)plc l \
r  f  niculur l t  qr ict  pl i rcc, c\cr ' !  t inrr  le(nnc t()  Roltc.  I
nrLrkc i t  t l  p( ' i I l  to \ is i t  St.  Pctrr ' r  I i . rs i l icr .  l : in l  bccLru\e
I'clrt is bnricd therc: st.condl), bcelusc I wtl\ o incd rl
pfrcst there. rnd lhi | r l lv.  hrcrLrsr I  wrs rnlhinc( i  I  hi \hof

l l ( r ( .  y,  l , ) r  I r f  i r 's  x I l ( , , , ) l
\prr lu i r l  renc\ |1r l .  I i !c I  l l  br i . l
\ i \ i l  c i rn hc Lr nr i l l i - rc l rc i | t  l  thc
I l lcsscr l  SrctrLrncl l  (  hLrNl \o( l
e. 'n r lu.r ls l lnd I  qui f t  s lncc.  I
l0!c lo g( '  h lck thcrc.

Ytslerdry you also rcfern'd
lo l'opr .l(,lln l'aol Il as ",lobrl
l ' t rul  the ( ;r(nt ."  In nr\  in lrr-
v irn of I ' r l r r  (  rrdin l  l . ; rdi ;
("Nl l  Nl ission is Rrronci l i r -
tir)|l l|nd thc R(nc$ l ol
lalth." hrirls the Vatican,
Ort i )ber 2006).  t {r  my ques-
tir)n: "How do you think hislrF
ry will judtt€ I'ope .lohD Paul
l l ,  '1he lnst inct i rc. '  " l  h(
( ;reat. '  " l 'h€ (  hrr isnrat ic.  or
' l  he (bn$rYat ivr '?".  $ i th0ol
hrsi t  ion hr nN$en'd: " lhc
(;rcnt." ( an you shrre om 01
your specirl mcnnrries of His
Holincss with us?

l)(JN^rr)  Wl ERt.:  I  h !e lot
ol $ondcdul nrmories. but onc

ol lhe things thr l  Icarry in m\,  ht 'un is thLrt  cvcry t intc wc
\,1nrkl  go lo tht :  t l  l i , I i  t  / l - l t in l i ) r  " t r)  the thrrshr) ld )
lisil-evefy hishop hrs to go rvcr! livc years and nrirkc r
rcporl  on his dioces. Jr) ln Pnul I l  wr)uld :rrk Drc l ( '  euf l ]
bacli his hlcssirg l() the proplc in nr\ di()cese. On onc occl
sion he eten tr)ok m] hand ard Mid: Wiih al l  my heirr  I
gi |c yor my bles\ ine to talc hick h( 'nlc.  l  wns iust so
l(Nchcd.. .

In your hometown ofPittsburgh. $hcre rou serred as
bishop lbr lll vears. rou $erc nirknnmrd "lht l€nching
bishop." and in your homill at your installation as trch-
bishop of Washinglon, you srid thrl rou planned to be
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( ) l '111 r i ,1, . - -
"the roir{ ofthe greal leaching trA.lilii)n rootd in (;od.s
*i)rd and (ird's wisdom"; so $ould rou dctinc rounietf
a lc (hcr:'

I ) ( 'N' \ l  r )  W( r ,Rt The role (n lhc l ic\r .  rrrd rhcfct i f t  r ' l
lhc br\hon. has alul l \s h( cn ( l r \ . r ihcd l \  lhfer l i td:  to lurch.
to lc!d. and l()  sanrt i t \  l l t r rrrcr.  ut  ( l i l icrcDl Dro| lenls in
hi . r , , r \  l l r . r . . .  t r , rhrrr , .  r r r , , re . \ \ l  r . ,  ( ' r t , l r . , , r / r  , ' r .  . , r
lnr) lhcr ,r l  thosc thruc \ i  rul l l |n(()uslr  r . t i \c r( . \Nnsibi t i
l rc\ .  I  hcl ievc th is is l l  fcr ior l  o l  l inrc in lhc l i tc , r t  thc
( hufrh whcn tc rhing l l ) f  l l l r rh i \  rhc nr i(nrt \

IJ) lnr l inr l io I  nr I \o\cr\  r(nnl i '  i rhlc \ | i th this tr i rn
i l t  Tcr(hi Ig l i r  r r rc is.r  h igh.  hrr :h.  pr i (n i t \  l \  l t r \  ro l i \ r
out nN lninir tN ar a hishrp

A t frc\ t  h)-  dcl lni t io is lhr r f i r i rur l  le irdcr t) l  h is ock
ln rc\ lnrr \e to lhc c,)n Irur(1. 11 \ , 'u l ("e nr. .  tcc( l  r \
' lh '  f .  l t r  r , I , '  l rL, l  l  ,  t l , r l .  |Lr f r r . r (  t  . . t r .1t '  t t . \ { ,h\^
lrLi  do lhi l r l  I l \  tc fhins thr \ {)r l ( j l  (nd ln( l  h\  ! ( lehrrt
I rg lh( s l l . r ! I rcnts.  cspc(rr1l \  rhc I juchLrdst.  S( '  rhl :  t r icst  r \
shcf hcRl.  t ( . . rchcr,  n( i  s ncl i l lc l

Wiruld it be lirir l{r snt th(n lhnr vou as bishop hx\r
rl$:rJs sDrr:rd thr filith. dcall $ilh dxilr challrngt's. rnd
inspirrd rhurch al l rndanco {nd ror t i0ns lhn,uglr
leilching, evcn if ts with .l('sus. not (.r (.rr hod\ xl n avs tbl-
lons vour guidanco Dd : tdr icc:)

l ) r , \ \ l r )  W1 tkt  Abv) lotr l \
fl frrrsl hrre lrl.ci r to r fu.lir(( lr) orglniz(, lho

upconing pap l  r is i l  f t r  \ lashinglon and Nt$ lorkl  ] r t
ni lh onh tcn davs l{r  go vou arc here in RoDr., \ f t  lou
h(rc ftr li :rliz( thr nrrnnBcntr||t\:'

l )o\ , \ l  L Wr t iRt l  rn hcl t  l i , '  lhc ( l ,urrci l  l i ' r  lhc Sr ({ l
, r r  I l r \ 'x{ \  \ t  lh.  l : , \ r  \ \ r , { l  t l \  , {h . ,  t tn |  , r ( t , . ,  . i  r I r .
l ) rnr( ' t \  o l  lhr S\ (r l  c l ( . ( t rd l l  h ishop\ t{)  hr lhc pcrnrr
r)er) l  eoun(r l  lh t  $()r ls ( ,n t l rc t)rcplrrr i i '  s t ()r  thc Ir \ l
S)| l ' (1.  I  r)r  rnr thc Fn irn(.nt  counei l  and rhlr \  rhc nlr in
fcLrsol l  r  hcrc i  R( ' I rc rr ' \ \

So r l th( 'ugh I  l l r l ln t  r(  rr  t , r  l l ( 'nre \Nri t tc l j l \  k,  nratc
l i r ! l - r r r r rLrr( . ' | | . I r ! (  t rDr. .  l \ (  h((0, ' l -1.  r , ,  u* j  r r I  r r , r r
In r( . r . . l r  , , t , t , ' r rUj  l \  r , '  I r . r ' t  $ l r  r ' l r l \ r . . , t  t tx (  U .r .

i ' ! r
l ikc thc Popc s nr lstcr ol  ccrcnrnt ics a d olhe,\ .  who hrvc
bcen rer|onsiblc l in ( ,rs l ln i / i r rg dre vi \ i r  l inr)  rhis sidc ( t
thc At lant i ( .

\Yho has bcen Jour contact hcru in thr Curi.t? Did
Jou rvrr discuss phns in prrson rvith His Holiness?

I)() \1r r)  Wl t ,k l :  lhe P() lc s nr lstcf  ( t  rcrenx' l ) l r r .
Nl(ns'Snor( iuid0 Ntt ldni  I  uc t  ( l rer $i lh hinr i lndlhcolh
rrs i ,nc r(nc t inrc i |nr quesrrorrs thc\ hrd rhrt  I  nr i l rhr hr
i rhlc t ,J $rs$er.  l 'he l ]n sonrrnl \  t iJr  \Lreh I  t f i t  r rc l t tsr \ \
( ]ngr) inS. Thcru is n r( l \n cc lcLrnr.  hur l  d()n r  thint  th. I
nlnres.rrc puhlsl lcd.

N( ' .  I  Icvcr ( l iseu\srd phns $i lh l l is  l to l incss t l is
( lcsrrcs l r f  hi lndlc( l  indirc! l l \  h\  us r l  () [str  his rcprc\cntLr,
rrvr\ .  includiDg N{ r in i

I  knori  thr l  l ' r )pe, lohn I , : rul  I l  ( : rmr (0 rhr t rni t rd
Sl.rks sr\rn t in l$ Ir \  ponl i l l  tnd l t tn(di( t  Iv l  (amr nl
leas( f i r r  t intrs as cardinal.  hut ho$ do l | ru g0 rhoul
organizing such a risit? Somr 0hoi(.ts, litc nterting $ilh
I'r$idrnl llush or oflici ling nl Nllss iD St. I'atrick's.
rrc oblig:rlr)r\ or lhirlv obvir)us. but what nb0ol choos-
ing lhe olhrr ren (s?

l)r , \ \ i l )  \ \ t  | l l  :  \ \  t i  ls  UrL\hinSlr t r r  i \  r , ,  .crn(.(1.  i t
N!s DRjt t \  ucl l  ( l r t r  D rc( l  l r ( ,  r  t 'ur  r i l ix l  f ( !ncr\  i , r r \
lhrt  the l l , l )  I i  thcr \ \ , ,U1(l  usc hi \  l i | l r .  r t r( . r .  r \  l t l )  , I ) thr
luni l \  l ( l  rcr l l \  \ l ) ( l lk t (J lhc (  hurrh i rr  lhf  t  rrr le( l  St l t . \  S,, .
hf  l l  ( l i \ .h r f(  hi \  l i r \ l  rcsDor)\ lh i l i r )  $trch r \  t , ,  rhc l i ,^r
lo\ ' ! f i lnrrnt r [ ( l  g()  l is i r  rv i th lhc ptu\ idcnt.  b t  lh l l r  s nr| j
i r l rcnr(r ' I  he l l  \ is i r  $ i th i r l l  rhe bi \hops ol  thr  t rn i lu( l
Srrtcs l  l ( .  l l  !o $ i th lhcr k '  lhc Nl|r i , ) r  l  ShriDr. ln pprl l
pr. | . l lc f l  cc heclusr i t  s lhc countn s Shri ' rc

' l  he rrcxl  (h\  hi \  S l \ l  h irh(h\.  h\  lh.  sr\  t re l t  t r , t , l
\1 i . . ,  i r r  \ r l r . ' r i , l ,  I ' i I l  . r . r , l rLr ' r . i I , t  r .  ' .  r r l ' r r ,  r  1^.1, i .
l r ( 'n '  Lr l l  , l \cr  the c(, | l | | l r \ .  Ri ! l r r  rx, \ \  \ \ .  h i | \c ! l  ro\r  t_1 ( l
pn$ts concclchrrt i r r !  lhr l  !1r\ .  l  t l r  l i , l ( l  thr l  ,  thc Lrf"( . I
nunrbcr, ,1 Pricst\  $ho clnrr lcbnrtcd Nhss $rrh Lr l l )pc duf
irS I  | r l rpr l  , ' is i (  t r)  thc Irni tcd Srxtcs. ' lhc rclson tDr nunr-
hr ' '  is sr)  hiSh is thr l  thfsc pdrn\ wrl l  conre rr(nl  l l  0\ .r
thc.ounlr ! .  Wc tr  l lsd !() in8 t()  host rr  r  oJ rhou\n ( t \  , ) l

l i r i th l i l  l l  th l t  M:rss. Wc ldt l  to nr irk.  r i . lcr \
. r !ui l . rhlc l , )  (  r th(r i ( \  l l l  ( \ ( . r  thc tr t rr l ( ( l
Str tc\  bef lust uo f( . t r \ i  !  t ( ,  nr i r ld lhis \  i . i l
tnr l ]  11lhcl ivr (n lhc (  l l l  Ch in thc trDrrr( l

l  hcD lhrt  Lr l i , j r l r )n rhc l l ,pc ui l l  8o k)
(  l lhol i ( j  lJni \crr i t )-  k '  spcrt i  nol  i Ist  t ()  lh.rr
ur i \er\ i ty.  r l thoush i t  \  appr( 'pr iLrtc us lh.
l i 'cr l  point \ rncc i t  s thlr  hishops Lrnivrrsi t \
His Hol ines\ hrs iD! ircd rhe prcsidcnts ot
cvcrr" ( ' thrt ic ei ' l l fgc l |nd uni\crsir)  in rhe
Unitcd Stal !s t |nd thc \uNrinlcndenrs ol '
( ' r thol ic educ.rt ion in cvcr!  di()c,}c kJ rred
t\ ,  i rh him rhtr l ] .

So. !( ,u scc. rhis plpl l  r is i l  is 
'er l l t  

r l
n l t ional evcnl.  I l is issiur { ,n rhis rr ip is rrr
! is i t  lhc ArDedc n ( '  lh(t ie ( 'hurcl  and oprn
r dialogue.

Will he addnrss the issues of pcdophile
priests?

. \ .1. . ,  t  , ,  l ' t i i
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I )0NAI t)  Wr t :Rt. :  1 rvoukl lhinl  s( '  s incc his n ssxJn rs to
inr( l&ce hiDrsel l  lo thc A' l l ! r ic i rn CLrrhol ic Chufch. which
has bccn so badly damaeed br this scandrl  nnd rhr.onsc
qucnl l i lc long \cars i t  s lc l i  ovef rhc ycurs on rhe l i !c!  ol  so
rnirnt Innl |cent chi ldfcn.rnd rd{) lesccDts. I  tecl  srrc l t i \
l i , l inr\s wi l l  c(nxlcr)u this nx st( 'ur bre,rch () f  l tusl .

Llnlonunalel \  rhis tcrr ible rhusc hrppcned. lhc Anrer i-
c l ln (  hur! 'h r l ] l (nrted i l .  hai  rr icd to Dralc nrcnds and ha\
! \ lnhl ishel l  scr! ,cDine uoccdul! \  () l  forcnt i i r l  n ie\ ts ! ,  rhl l
i l  $1nr ' l  ht | fNn in thc l i r turt .

ll,u joko abol|t finding 8l r.rndhs li)r His Hotin(.ss's
hirthrlot (akc on April l6th, bur $.hal hxs rLr J bern
th( nlr)sI complicnlrd erenl to organize and $hv?

I ) i )N\ '  t )  Wl LRt :  ln Wl\h-
i lg lorr .  r , r , I rnr , , ing thc Nlas\  in
Nnt ront l l .  l ) l rk \ l l ( l inIr .
hcclusc lhc hr l l l ) i r f l  $rsn l  l ln-
rshc( i  ! | r l l r l  Iw0 wccls ar:rr .  In
\Pr lc I ' r  l rc ' ) rcnd')us sr lport
l ror t l  rhc hui ldcrs,  thc | rcr  i r  thc
strdrul l r  ! 'v l \  r t i l l  n( lcr  eon,
s(r ' ( l ( l i ( r r  l \  \ r r  u,J(  nr  k i  S
t )Lrn\

ls lhis lhc (vtnt thrn lhat
lou rr('nlosl proud 0t1,

I ) ( )N\t  t )  Wt tRI Yc\,  i lD( l
i l  \  lhc oIr  lhc r fch( i i ( )ccsc rr i l
l  i rc di fcrt l l  rc\ l r ()n. i ih lc tor.
Ju\ l  l ( )  ! r \c y0 rn i ( lcn () l  lhc
et 'or I l r ( l l ror)s.  $c k '  hr ! i r ) !
eh 

^ 
0I  lhe l i r l (1. , \  hr l l t r r l

i \n l ( lc\ i !ncr l  lo l I i !L.ch i fs (nr
t I !  l lc ld,  Y) wc h d l ()  in\cnl  I
r \stcrrr  ( ' l  t i . Ict i  !  l i ) r  lh0se
scrt inB tur ingcrnr ts. , \ l l  lh(r
nccL'ssJr!  \pc! i r l  pc Djssi(J ' rs
lo r l l ( ) \  l in srr l  l  l i rmr ' l l r r  -
dnrr( | r  \ , ,cfu n0l in pluer.unri l
the l r \ t  wrck ol  l \ 'hrrh. Orr l !
thcrr wcrc $c rblc Io dcl i \c l  Lr l l  th!  J5.{)(X) l ictc ls.  cuch in
r sefLr l | tc cn\cl ,N r( ldrcssc( l  t ( '  cvcfy individuLrl  f rc ipicnr

His F:minrn(r Udward ( rrdinal !)g1ln nill be comintt
lo \Vrahingt ' rn ohri , ru\ l r  l , '  a l t rnd thr l \hs\ nirh l t  rh(
olhrr Amcrican bishops in thc Nat i0nal Shrinci  $i l l  Jou
be going l0 Nen V)rk?

I)()N1t t)  Wl t .Rt :  Yc\.
Whcn lou af in Washin{lon, hon do vou s an arcn-

bishop halancc spir i lual  lcadership and pol i l i (s? In
othcr w{rrds, hou do yorr rcDain pask,r to public ofli-
cials lrhose political slands opposc Catholi( tcachings:)
I  nr thinkinq 

' r l  John Kerr\ .  al \ , r  a pcrsonl l  | r iend r, l
yours, who supports abortion. and Nancl- I'el0si, who
supports both rbortion and sanrc-sex marriagcs. In lhe
samo vein, hor.r do vou kccp from publiclv endorsinq
( alholk pol i t ic icns l iLr T(d K€nncd-r: '

I ) ()NAj l r  Wt r  Rt :  Onc ol  lhe thin:s $e hrvc ro IecD in
nr ind i \  that e\erv onc of thcs! pol i t ic ians Nho lot l rcs (o
Wrshinl t  r  l i ) r  $ork hrs hi \  of  hr ' r  bishop blct  hoorc In hi \
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const i lucncv. Thrl  bishop. not re.  is his or her tr in l ipLr l
shcphcrd. pr\tor.

I )ur ing lheir  ternrs ( t  ol l iec I  l ry t tJ discharge nr!  rusNn-
\ ihi l i t ies bv tcaching. h) crplr inin-!  over nd { 'vcr t lgr in lhe
tcrchin!\  , ) l  rhe ChLrrch I  rr1 to hclp Cr(hot ic pol i r i ( i rn\
lo|rn thcir  conscicnce ro rhal rh€) rpply nr]  rr lchrn! k '
thcir  orn l ivc\  and $t! 'n lhc! acl  pol i t ic i l l l l .  As wc touchcd
on trcl i ) re.  Jesus didn t  str) t  tcrching $hcn pcoptr didn t
hccd hr\  se n(ns. I - l j t  s s l)  |  t r \  k) p(rsuadc h\ lerchin!.
nol  b]  pLrnishin!

So aft  vou sxving lhen lhrt , . iusf as in (  hr is l 's lut(h-
ings. lhrrc nre sonrr trncts thrl lou rre lrling t0 tca(h
that thesr pol i t i ( . ians $i l l  accepl and othcrs that lher

$i l l  d iscard?
I) l ) : . r \ t  t )  Wt r  Nt :  \ iJLr l ln l

l r \c t r ) r r  l i lc  thr t  $ ly.  lhc
t t ' . ichin!s 0l  thc (-hufch fc i r
urr i lv .  Y'u t r [ ,c lhc $holr  lh in! .
\ i ru crn l  sclccl  $hal  t0 l  r f
going to l i , l l ( l$ rnd \rhrr  )1)U l r1
nor SorD! t r )  l i ' l lo$ Whxl  hr ' f -
pcls r \ .  i l \  p( . , ) f l .  h. ! rn ro | f i ( r
i t i /c  l | l r i l  $ei !h lx) \ r  rh| j \  nr f
g( ' rn!  t ( '  l i \ ( .  rh. i r  l r \ ( . \  lxr \
lhe) r fc ! ( ' i r i !  t , ,  l i , l l , r \  th(
I r r rhrn!s ol  thc (  hLrrch \ i ) r r j .
r l {nrrnts hccr}rnc ntofc i  tn()r
l rnt  t0 th l j r r  th n (nhcfs.  Wc rhc
! lcryr  $ nl  k '  r t rnk.  J rc th i r l  thc
ordt l lng r) l  what s rrn, \ t  inrp{,1
lnr) l  r \  lhc sxnre k)r  th.  l )0 l i r i
e i rns x\  i r  r \  l in rh.  (  hI f .h I  l r .
(  hufrh vr \s l i le isrucs l r r  rhr

! r inraf \  I \sLrc\  \ i )u \ r r r t  l ( )  h i r \ (
thc (  arh(t ie l . r i lh lu l  t | ldc|s lanl
lhr t  rnd s y.  Ye\.  thal  s r i lhr ,
rn( l  t  h lvc lo dirccl  nry l i l t  th l l t
$t 'y  rs lvr l l . '

'I hcn hrl$ do Jou deal lrilh
lhr politici$ns who proltsr thr ('atholic f:ritb, brl s[D-
p|rr t  bir th contn) l  and lq{nl  nborl i0n?

l)()N\t tJ Wl t . r t :  Ml !  ( ) l  lh( .sc fo l i t ic in \  \ r r  |  \  \ r  I
. rL.(pr . I rd \ r l rL\ ! .  hur I  \ . ,D r  f r . ,n. . \ . , , r  \ , , r .  t , r  i .  h$ rh.r l
s ir ! \  

"{hurs 
nr lr \ l  l i ) l l ,$ r l lc (  hu'ch \  rerchi  ls.  Our r i ls l

ns tcrchers ot thc l r i lh i \  t ( '  rcnr ird pcoplc lhl l  whcn vou
.r ' (  ( l ( i rhr !  q i rh hr r I I  l r l r .  ! , \ r  . r .c n, . l  r r l l , ,q.J r , ,  r , ' l r
Innoecnl l i l i '

The lalv is directd trJ pr1)tecl Lrn innocent lili'i irgni oul
risk n\ pnens is t() hclp cvcrylnre underslund lhar. s(, thnt
t  hl i .  o i ic ials wi l l  l i \ 'c  i r  in rheir  pr i \ l r r  l i l i  und in rhcir
tubl ic l i l t .

As archbishop oflv:lshingtrrt. what issucs do you and
Archbishop Samhi.  thc papal nuDcio to lhr t :nir€d
Slales, discuss, xnd ho$ oflen do rou mect?

l)o\,\r rr Wr LRt.: Archbishop S.u hi is thc nrh!\\.r(lor to
thc gol l rrment ol  lhc t in ired St i i t ! \ .  s l )  his rehtnrnship is
lvith the go\'crnmenl. Sirnul:rneousl!. he is rhc Pope s rcp-
rf \ .ntrrrve rn lhe Irs rn( l  therel in.e he mr'et \  ui th (  hurch
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leadership. bul  only about Church issues. never pol i r ical
issucs. So our occasion al nreetings concern religious issues.

So Sambi's daily ag€nda is no different trom that of
oaher ambirssadors to the United Stat€s?

DoN,\t,D WrrrRr i Corrcct,
Oflicially His Holiness is coming 1() th€ Unitcd Statcs

al the inviaation of ahr secretar].general of the Unit€d
Nations lo deliyer a mcssago of peace therei will he be
deliiering a similar m€ssage Io Presidenl It||sh? Are
there anJ hints ahout $hat the lwo leaders will discuss?

[)oNAt rr  Wr t ]Rl:  Thc Church, a\ |  anr.  is l i r r  wodd
peace. Benedict XVI has al*ays preached fi)r pedcc. bc il
in the Middlc East. l ) i l r l i r r .  Alghanist  n.  l raq. Imn. ofTi tEt.
bul we lrc pusl()r\. teachers. and srncli,icrs. nol politicians.
I t  s the ta\ l i  o l  lhc ( 'hureh k) nrtach lhe Scripnrre\. l r )  hel f)
li,rnr n()r l vnhrcs. hr r dcnx,cruev it s up ro rhc pcoplc to
elecl  lhcir  pol i t ic inns .rs thc\ \cc l i l .  according kr rheir  con-

Thc Holy F.r ther wi l l  & nrcet ing pr i \ ,ately with Presi
den( ULrsh rnd hrs rot divulled thc topics ol lhcir convcr-
rilli()n l(tshr. Wc won t evcr lnow whnl llrcv itclurlly siw lo
tueh olh, j r  ur l {ss thc\ issuc ! 'n le kind ol  eonr|n niqult  i l l
the cnd.

ls thc mess{gc of this papal visitt Pcxcc belween
nI|lions, peace belwccn th€ world'$ diflerenl religions,
and lorgiveness on thr parl of thc Holy Father for his
wayward child, the Anlcrican Church. for its cov€r.up
of its pedophil€ clergy?

l)oN^rr)  W|r,Rt:  I  bcl icvc his rrr i jssxge wi l l  hc whut hc
rnd ()(her Popcs hrvc bccn s:tling litr ]c:rrs and yclrsr (hut

i i ,

we musl work li)r r morc peacctul world. a wodd of social
justice where there's respeci for the individual, lbr lhc fam,
jly. .r world thlt is lruly rellective oI Cod's law. Thesc are
all possible topics.

In additi{)n lhere will be so nrrny interfaith mcc(ings I
think lhe Holy Falher wrnrs lo highl ighl  the need lo br ing
religious lcaders togelher so (he) can li)cus on the Lo|nmo0
denoninalors in their dificrcnt tililhs and traditions. These
comnron denominat(r\ c,rn he the lirt|ndaliflrs li,r u good
. l  dJust nlc iety worldwrdc Whirt  bettcrco ntry k) le\ t lh is
lhan lhc Unired Slatcs. $hirh was iounded on thc
Mayll(r*cr (irDpacl rnd rcli!,1)us lieedolll

llxrepl lbr his mccling wilh Prcsidenl Bush and his
speech at the United Nations, thr othrr elents on the
Holy lather's ag€ndir aru pasbral. So whal do you
lhink 0rr lhe Holy lhlher's aspirations and goals from
this visil? Those of the Amerion Chufth? Yours pcr-
sonally? Those ofthr av€rage American Catholir?

DoN,\ ' .D WrrLRl.r  I  wouldn t  bc.r l ) le k) know wh.r l  the
l loly l l lher 's lenonal hr)pcs ant l  goals ure. b t  I  would
lhinI i r , ' r rr  thr nL'r 'ne( l i \ ' (  , , r  th, \(  r , l  u\  ! \Jt , ,  i r r(  \ r i  f i  !  I , ,
sc ' ,  hinr that hc t t i l l  eon! k,  cner)ur lrgc u\ in ouf t l i th.  rhr l r
he wi l lcomc lo al l inn us, and I  rhink hc s going l , rch.r l lcngc
us k) t ry lo l ivc oul the ( ;osprl  us l i r l ly rs \c (rn.  I  thin\
th.rc\  ! , , inL_ t , ,  t l l  r  tu, ' .nrr ,r1!  In(*r !(  t  rr(  r .  r"  \ . , \  t , ,  r . .
thir l  ht  rc(,r !nr/c.  thir l  $( r(  $ ' , r t ' rF \L.r \  I  r  i  r  r ,  I  ,  '  r  r  .  '  r  i  r  t i r r t l r
and hc ll conlifln lhat. Thcn he s loing kJ s:ry r() ur whal $c
nlso alrcady know: lhnt wc could bc doing bett!'r

As li)r thc Anrricrn clcrlr. I can ('nly spe k li)r mysell.
but I would a|lticipi](c thcir hopc li)r this lyp( tn nrssr!('.

l l  s vrmclhing thrt  lhclr  His l ful intss $r,rs lc l l l la r
whcr he spcr l \  in St.  I 'ct l j r ' \  Squ lc r l  h is Wc(lnc\
duy.urdicnccs: a chr l lcngr l ( '  Lrs Jl l  t r r  l r rc out our
l . r i lh. lo put lhc past b! 'h in( l  Lr\  t |nd gt)  l intrLrr l

As l i ) r  thc Anrcr icLrn Fcrcrul  publ ic,  I  lh inl i  thcrc s
prohrbly rnl ic inr l i r  lhr l ,  when rhey acluul ly hcnr
him. thc) l l  hcrr rn cih, ' , ,1 $h.r t  hc '  hcl 'n . ly in!
.rnd whal llle Church hur bec|l le chinS li'r dccLdcs
In othcr wordr. whrl tltv ll hcar is going k' rrsonntc
wi lh wh t  we've heard thc (  hurch {ayin8 l l  our
l ivc\ .  His chal lcnSc 10 I ive l l  l i l i 'o l  l r i lh.  t t ,  l i rc hy
the Gospels.  wi l l  le lvc a hsr inS inrpr$sion (f i  r l l  o l
us l l  wi l l  be lhe lelacy ofhis vis ir .

Anllhing that you would likr to add, thdl no
otherjournalist hos ask€d you so for?

I)()N^L|) \VlrERt_: I  do l ike kr keep repeal ing thal
the reason we. the Arnerican Carholic clergy .rnd rrs
llock, are tilled with so Inuch joy rnd enrhusiitsm is
thi t  Benedicl  XVI wi l l  be conring ro the United
Strtes as Pctcr. We will see him with lhe eyes of faith
and whrt we wi l l  fecl  is our connectcdness to lhe
Aposrles, rhe a;ospels,  and ro (  hr ist .  lhat s whal
makes ir so unique. There s no other person on this
planel with the sanle relati(nrship lo nll of us ar rhe
Pope. becruse he s Pctcr.

LucJ Gordan
is th( rult rc aul d,ts ?ditor 0l
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